 Conservation Reserve Program

State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE)

Practice Establishment Guidelines                        
Note:  This document reflects NRCS planning policy for the common practices available in SAFE.  Official FSA policy can be found in 2-CRP. 

CP-38E  Early Successional Habitat (CP-4D Equivalent)
Vegetation establishment will be done according to the applicable NRCS practice standard and the 2-CRP manual.

Native grass planting for CP-38E Early Successional Habitat will be done according to Table 8 & 9 of the NRCS document “Establishing Vegetative Practices in KY”.
· Requires between 3-5 lbs. of 3 native grasses and 2 pounds of 4 native forbs. Five pounds of grass can only be used if the mix does not include Indiangrass, Big Bluestem, or Switchgrass.
If shrubs are planned as part of this practice, the planting rate shall be 681 shrubs per acre with a 8’ x 8’ spacing.  See the 612 Standard for eligible shrub seedlings.
If this practice is used in strips, they shall be at least 33’ wide.
This practice requires a habitat plan developed by a KDFWR Farm Bill Biologist or their designee.

CP-38E Early Successional Wildlife Food Plots (CP-12 equivalent)
Cost share is not authorized. .

Food plots are limited by the lessor of either ten percent of the field size or 5 acres/field for the food plot.

CP-38E Wildlife Food Plots must be listed as a practice with the appropriate acreage on the CRP-1 as listed by FSA.
Individual food plots shall be located at least 100 yards apart.

Food plot must be established and managed according to the NRCS CP-12 Food Plot Job Sheet and the 2-CRP manual.  Food Plots shall only be used in conjunction with the CP-38 Early Successional Habitat practice under the SAFE program.  

CP-38E
Early Successional Rare & Declining Habitat (CP-25 equivalent) 

This practice shall be established according to the NRCS Restoration and Management of Declining Habitats (643) practice standard and the 2-CRP manual.  Options include planting 3 lbs (5lbs for short grasses) of at least 3 Native Grasses and 2lbs of at 7 forbs.  If the participant desires to complete a savannah planting, consult a state office biologist for guidance.  Seeding rates and requirements will be according to Table 8 and 10 of the NRCS document “Establishing Vegetative Practices in KY”.

CP-38C Bottomland Hardwood Restoration (CP-31 equivalent with incentives)

Establish bottomland hardwoods according to the Wetland Restoration Criteria in the Tree/Shrub Establishment (612) practice standard.  

Tree plantings shall include at least three hard mast species that comprise >80% of the stand.  One of the hard mast species must be from the red oak family and one must be from the white oak family. 


Between 605 trees/acre with a 6’ x 12’ spacing and 681 trees per acre with an  8’ x 8’ spacing shall be planted.


Offer must be within the 100-year flood plain of a perennial stream.  
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