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FILTER STRIP JOB SHEET 
 

Producer:        Assisted By:       
 
County:      FSN:      Tract No.:    
 
Resource Concern:             

 
Definition:  A strip of area of permanent herbaceous vegetation situated between cropland, grazing 
land, or disturbed land (including forestland) and environmentally sensitive areas.  The site can be 
planted to single species or as a mixture of two or more species. 
 
Purpose:  Filter strips can be designed to accomplish one or more of the following: 

1. Reduce sediment, particulate organics, and sediment absorbed contaminate loading in 
runoff, including irrigation tailwater. 

2. Reduce dissolved contaminant loading in runoff. 
3. Serve as Zone 3 of a Riparian Forest Buffer-practice standard 391A. 
4. Restore, create or enhance herbaceous habitat for wildlife and beneficial insects. 
5. Maintain and enhance watershed values and functions. 

 
Benefits:  Filter strips should be designed as vegetative areas to treat runoff and are not part of the 
adjacent cropland rotation.  
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Where Practice Applies: The filter strip should be located on the downslope edge of a field or 
distributed area. The drainage area above the filter strip should have a slope greater than 1 percent 
and less than 10 percent. The minimum flow length to reduce dissolved contaminants including 
sediment is 30 feet.  
 

Filter Strip Layout Field # Field # Field # Field # 
     
Filter Strip Width (ft.)     
Filter Strip Length (ft.)     
Acres (ac.)     
Slope (%)     
Vegetative Species #1     
Vegetative Species #2     
Vegetative Species #3     
Seeding Rate (PLS, lbs/ac.)     
Lime (tons/ac.)     
N (lbs/ac.)     
P2O5 (lbs/ac.)     
K2O (lbs/ac.)     
 
Site Preparation:  Prepare firm seedbed.  Apply lime and fertilizer according to Extension Service 
recommendations. 
 
Operations and Management:  Maintain original width and depth of the vegetated area.  Harvest, 
mow, reseed, and fertilize to maintain plant diversity, vigor, and to remove plant nutrients. Inspect 
after major storms, remove trapped sediment, and repair any eroding areas.  Turn off pesticide 
sprayer when turning on a field border.  Do not mow or harvest during the primary nesting season. 
 
Establish stand of vegetation according to recommended seeding rate.  If necessary, mulch newly 
planted seeded area with _______ tons per acre of _________________ (mulching material).  May 
seed small grain as a companion crop at the rate of _________ pounds per acre, but clip or harvest 
before it heads out. 
 
See Plan Map or diagram below for location and sketch of border(s) in each field. 
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Additional Specifications and Notes:         
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The United State Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the bases of race, color, national 
origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program should contact USDA's TARGET Center at  
(202) 720-2600. 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th & Independence Ave., SW. 
Washington, D.C., 20250-9410. USDA is an equal opportunity provider. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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