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Definition

Crops including grasses, legumes and forbs for seasonal cover and other conservation purposes.

Purpose
· Reduce erosion from wind and water.

· Increase soil organic matter content.

· Capture and recycle or redistribute nutrients in the soil profile.

· Promote biological nitrogen fixation.

· Increase biodiversity.

· Weed suppression.

· Provide supplemental forage.

· Soil moisture management.

· Reduce particulate emissions into the atmosphere.

· Minimize and reduce soil compaction.


Conditions Where Practice Applies
On all lands requiring vegetative cover for natural resource protection and or improvement.

Conservation Management System

Cover crops are normally established concurrently with other practices as part of a conservation management system for a conservation management unit.  
Plans and Specifications
The following section of this Jobsheet includes site-specific installation and operation and maintenance information for the client.  The site-specific information shall be prepared in accordance with the requirements in the Conservation Practice Standard and the guidance in the Conservation Practice Specification.
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	Prepared for:
	Client and/or Business Name:
	     

	
	Owner or Operator:
	     

	
	Treatment Unit Name: 
	     
	Treatment Unit Size (acres):
	     

	Prepared by:
	Name: 
	     
	Date:
	     


	Purpose of Applying Practice

	Primary Purpose:
	     

	Other Purposes:
	     


	Plant Materials (Also see Job Sketch)

	· Species of plants to be established:       
· Acres to be established:       
· Seeding rates (pure live seed - lbs/ac) or planting rate/acre:       
· Additional plant materials information:       


	Establishment Procedure

	· Establishment procedure to be used (seeding or vegetative (stolons, sprigs, or rhizomes)):  
· Seedbed or land preparation requirements: 
· Seeding method and planting requirements (include planting depth):  
· Recommended planting dates:       
· Additional establishment requirements:  


	Nutrient Application

	· Type of fertilizer to be applied:  
· Amount of fertilizer to be applied: 
· Timing of nutrient application:  
· Method and instructions for application:       
· Additional nutrient application requirements:  


	Termination of Cover Crops

	· Cover crops will be terminated by harvest, mowing, tillage, crimping, and/or herbicides in preparation for the following crop.

· Method of termination to be used:  
· Instructions for implementation of method: 
· Timing of termination:  
· Additional termination requirements:  


	Operation and Maintenance

	· Control growth of the cover crop to reduce competition from volunteer plants and shading.

· Control weeds in cover crops by mowing or by using other pest management techniques.  

· Method of weed control to be used:  
· Instructions for implementation of weed control:  
· Control soil moisture depletion by selecting water efficient plant species and terminating the cover crop before excessive transpiration.

· Additional operation and maintenance requirements:  


Cover Crop – Job Sketch
If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, complementary practices and measures, and additional specifications may be included.

	Scale 1"=
	     
	ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2")


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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