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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS

Operation and maintenance (O&M) is necessary for all conservation practices and is required for all practices installed with the Natural Resources Conservation Service assistance.  The land user is responsible for proper O&M throughout the life of the practice and as may be required by federal, state, or local laws or regulations.  

Operation refers to operation of the practice in compliance with all laws, regulations, ordinances, and easements; and in such a manner that will result in the least adverse impact on the environment and will permit the practice to serve the purpose for which it was installed.  Maintenance includes work to prevent deterioration of the practice, repairing damage, or replacing components which fail.

Necessary operation and maintenance items to include in plan are:
1. Check for debris, algae, sludge or other materials in the trough which may restrict the inflow or outflow system

2. Check for leaks and repair immediately if any leaks are found

3. Check the automatic water level device to insure proper operation

4. Check to ensure that adjacent areas are well protected against erosion

5. Check to ensure the outlet pipe is freely operating and not causing erosion problems

6. Prepare guidance for winter weather, such as adding material in the storage area to allow for ice expansion without damage.
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