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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS

Operation and maintenance (O&M) is necessary for all conservation practices and is required for all practices installed with the Natural Resources Conservation Service assistance.  The land user is responsible for proper O&M throughout the life of the practice and as may be required by federal, state, or local laws or regulations.  

Operation refers to operation of the practice in compliance with all laws, regulations, ordinances, and easements; and in such a manner that will result in the least adverse impact on the environment and will permit the practice to serve the purpose for which it was installed.  Maintenance includes work to prevent deterioration of the practice, repairing damage, or replacing components which fail.

Necessary operation and maintenance items to include in plan are:
1. Any use of fertilizers, mechanical treatments, prescribed burning, pesticides and other chemicals to assure the wetland restoration function shall not compromise the intended purpose;

2. Biological control of undesirable plant species and pests (e.g., using predator or parasitic species) shall be implemented where available and feasible.

3. Timing and level setting of water control structures required for the establishment of desired hydrologic conditions or for management of vegetation (for greentree reservoirs and bottomland hardwood wetlands restored on prior converted cropland, flooding will begin on November 1 and floodwaters will be drained beginning February 15).

4. Inspection schedule for embankments and structures for damage assessment.

5. Depth of sediment accumulation to be allowed before removal is required.

6. Management needed to maintain vegetation, including control of unwanted vegetation.

7. Management of cottonwoods when used as a nurse crop (harvested in year 10 during the winter and allowed to coppice, sprouts pruned in year 12, harvested in year 20 during the summer so it does not coppice).

8. Haying and livestock grazing plans so as to allow the establishment, development, and management of wetlands and associated upland vegetation.
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