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A FORM FOR EVALUATING
FEED PRODUCTION and FEED REQUIREMENTS

The primary objective of every livestock operator is to provide adequate
feed for all of his livestock for the entire time that he has them on his
ranch. This is true whether he has a year-around Cow-calf operation or
is in the Stocker-feeder business and maintains a herd for only a portion

of the year. As technicians assisting ranchers develop conservation ranch
plans, we must keep this in mind and help them develop a plan that will
maintain this balance of feed and livestock. The Feed Production and Feed
Requirement Summary Sheets (Form CF-111) make it possible to compare
the requirements against production, month by month. This often makes it
possible to point out to the rancher some change in his forage management
program which could help to correct a feed shortage during the critical
period, if one exists. It also allows you to analyze the entire operation.

To use these forms, it is necessary to know:

1. Production figures of the various forage crops.

a. In the case of annual range, where production fluctu-
ates to such extremes, depending on weather con-
ditions, it is advisable to use the smallest yield
expected, as outlined on the Range Site description.
In this manner, the technician will not be encourag-
ing over-utilization in any but exceptionally low-
producing years.

b. Fertilized annual range does not vary in production
as much as unfertilized annual range.

c. Properiy grazed ranges having-adequate residues
will produce more consistently than will over-
grazed ranges.

d. Irrigated pasture production varies with species,
management, season of the year, and fertilization
program. These figures would need to be furnished
directly by the rancher involved.
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e. Hay yields will vary with age of stand, and manage-
ment and fertilization program, Use ranchers' best
estimates.

2. Numbers and types of animals to be maintained. - Furnished by
rancher.

To illustrate the use of the form, we have worked out a sample situa-
tion, In the examples used, the rancher had.640 acres of land, 40
acres of which was in irrigated pasture. He wanted to run cows and
calves and keep replacement heifers. Each year, he would sell as
many cows a8 necessary to maintain the breeding herd. He plans to
sell all calves at weaning time; so feed for the calves is taken care
of when figuring mature cows using 800# of dry feed per month. The
question is, How many cows can he maintain?

The major limiting factor is the amount of irrigated pasture avail-

able. It will maintain only about 80 head of mature animals during
the hot summer months, but with some supplemental feeding he can
increase this by 20 head, using the dry range feed available. This

is illustrated when each "Kind of Feed" is totaled on the right side

of the Feed Production Summary Sheet. With a little manipulation,
it is easy to adjust the numbers of animal units by months, so that

all stock are being adequately fed all the time.

If shortages do show up, as they did in the case of the example, it

is possible to see if there are excesses, by month, and also by com-
paring the totals of the "Kinds of Feed" needed and produced. This
can be done by entering A. U. M. grazing requirement totals by months
and "Kinds of Feed" on the Feed Production Summary Sheet for each
reference. The rancher can make a decision as to how he can best
take care of any critical shortages or excesses.

Submitted by:

Roche D. Bush
Range Conservationist
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