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Habitat management for

Pronghorn antelope (Antilocarpa americana) were once plentiful in Utah, but declined steadily until the early 1920's. Since then, they have increased to approximately 1,500 to 2,000 animals. The pronghorn is found chiefly in the western one-third of the state. Small herds also range in Emery, Wayne, Uintah, and Daggett Counties.

HABITAT NEEDS

Food: The foods eaten by antelope, on a year-long basis, are about 64 percent browse, 32 percent forbs, and 4 percent grasses. Seasonal percentages are approximated as follows: Winter

(November-February) 95 percent browse, 2 percent forbs, and 3 percent grass; spring (March-April) 70 percent browse, 20 percent forbs, 10 percent grass; summer (May-October) 37 percent browse, 60 percent forbs, 3 percent grass.

Their choice foods are alfalfa, aster, balsamroot, barley, bitterbrush, bluegrass (Kentucky), clover dandelion, hawksbeard, mountainmahogany, oats, Indian ricegrass, rye, sagebrush, salsify, saltbush (fourwing), saltbrush (shadscale), serviceberry, sweetclover, trefoil (birdsfoot), and wheat. Some fair foods which they will eat are biscuitroot, brome, burnet, cinquefoil (shrubby), eriogonum (umbrella), fescue (Idaho), greasewood, Oregongrape, rabbitbrush, rose, skunkbrush, sunflower, wheatgrass, willows, and winterfat.

Foraging areas free of snow are necessary for antelope during severe winters. When their normal feeding grounds become snow covered, antelope move to steeper ridges where stands of vegetation are more exposed.
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Cover: Antelope inhabit grasslands, sagebrush rangelands, and grain and hay fields. Grasslands are used extensively all seasons except winter; sagebrush range has highest use during winter. The grain fields are used extensively during the summer. Antelope rely on good eyesight and speed rather than escape cover for protection from predators.

Water: Antelope require water which is often provided by livestock ponds and spring developments. The construction of ponds and other water developments in rangelands has extended the range of antelope. Water consumption for antelope in western Utah was found to be about 2 to 3 quarts per day. Antelope water requirements are closely related to the amount of succulent vegetation consumed. Snow may partly satisfy water needs during the winter.

HABITAT IMPROVEMENT

To supplement range foods and provide more attractive seasonal nutrition, special feeding fields can be developed, using any of the choice foods listed. Such fields should be fenced to exclude livestock, allowing antelope free access.

Fences are important in antelope management. On the range, fences should be built to allow antelope movement from one field to another. This can be accomplished by keeping the bottom wire at least 16 inches above the ground. Antelope prefer to crawl under rather than jump over fences. To keep antelope out of crop and alfalfa fields, the bottom wire should be no more than 11 inches above the ground, nor the top wire less than 42 inches above the ground.

