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Description 
Habitat buffers for upland birds are bands of 
vegetation established around the edges of crop 
fields to provide habitat for bobwhite quail, ring-
neck pheasant, and other upland birds. Many of 
these birds have suffered population declines 
due to loss of habitat. These buffers can provide 
important nesting, brood rearing and security 
cover while also serving as travel corridors 
between areas of suitable habitat. In addition to 
habitat for upland birds, these buffers may 
provide habitat for other animals and may limit 
sediment, nutrients, pesticides and other 
contaminants from entering streams and other 
water bodies. 
 
By establishing these buffers to native grasses 
and forbs desirable habitat conditions will be 
produced. The growth form of these species 
combined with management to keep a more 
open cover will provide food sources in the form 
of seeds, insects and soil invertebrates. Shrub 
plantings may be included to provide additional 
cover and food but are optional. 
 
Benefits 

• Provide nesting, brood and winter cover 
 for wildlife 

• Provide corridor for wildlife movement 
• Reduce erosion 
• Improve water quality  
• Provide habitat for beneficial insects 
• Reduce inputs on lower production land 

 
Practice Requirements 
Buffers shall be established in accordance with 
the Field Border standard (386) in the local Field 
Office Technical Guide (FOTG). 
 
Allowable buffers widths can be a minimum of 
30 feet up to a maximum average width of 120 
feet (measured from the edge of the field). 
 
 Buffers can be established around field edges 
on any eligible cropland. Buffers may be 
established around the entire perimeter of the 

field or along one or more sides of the field. 
Habitat buffers for upland birds are should be 
designed to be adjacent to cropland. 
 
Any type of similar filter/buffer strip practice shall 
not have a CP33 laying adjacent to it; however, 
the CP33 can “T” up to the filter/buffer strip on 
one or both ends. 
 
Buffers shall be established to a mix of native 
grasses and forbs. At least 3 grasses and 7 
forbs from approved lists shall be planted. Grass 
seedings shall be 3-5 lbs. PLS/acre. Seedings 
shall try to achieve a 50:50 mix of grass:forb 
stems. 
 
Establishment of shrubs on up to 10% of the 
practice acreage is optional. Shrubs shall be 
planted in blocks as wide as the buffer.  
 
Buffers are not food plots and food plots shall 
not be established within habitat buffers for 
upland birds. 
 
Habitat buffers for upland birds shall not be used 
as turn rows, roads or for storage of crops or 
equipment; however crossing the buffer for 
access to the field is permitted. Habitat buffers 
shall not be grazed or hayed during the life of 
the contract. 
 
Monitoring of habitat conditions and bird use of 
habitat buffers will be conducted by wildlife 
researchers. Although not mandatory, your 
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cooperation in this effort will help Ohio retain 
authorization to enroll CRP practices such as 
CP33. 
 
Planting 
Plant species listed on the Seeding 
Recommendations for CP33 Habitat Buffers for 
Upland Birds – Ohio. Species selected shall be 
suited to the site conditions and desired cover. 
Mixes shall include species that provide a range 
of bloom periods. Seed at rates and according to 
methods described on the specifications sheet. 
 
Normally, the application of lime and/or fertilizer 
is not needed when establishing native grasses 
and forbs in cropland. The addition of fertilizer 
may encourage the growth of other plants to the 
detriment of the native grasses. 
 
It is very important to plant native grasses and 
forbs into a weed-free, firm seedbed. Weed 
control efforts should begin prior to planting by 
using tillage or herbicides. Herbicides labeled for 
warm-season grasses may be used alone or in 
combination with broad spectrum herbicide to 
provide residual weed control. 
 
No-till Drilling The preferred method is to use a 
specialized no-till drill that is capable of handling 
native grass seeds. Because of the low seeding 
rates, ensure that the drill is properly calibrated 
for the appropriate seeding rate. Seed should be 
planted at a depth of no more than 1/8 to 1/4 
inch. 
 
Broadcast Seeding If a no-till drill is not 
available, broadcast seeding may be used. The 
seedbed must be worked and firmed with a 
cultipacker or similar equipment. A carrier may 
also be needed to spread the seed evenly. After 
seeding, the site must be rolled or cultipacked to 
ensure proper seed to soil contact. Plant the 
seeds no deeper than 1/4 inch. 
 
Shrubs Bare-root seedlings may be planted in 
late winter or spring (until April 15 south of I-70 
or until April 30 north of I-70). 
 
Weeds shall be controlled in an area of at least 
2 feet around the shrubs. This may be 
accomplished through herbicides, fabric weed 
barriers or other methods. Mowing is not 
recommended for weed control. 
 

Operation and Maintenance 
Undesirable plants, insects and pests shall be 
controlled, including such maintenance as 
necessary to avoid detrimental effects to the 
surrounding land. 
 
After the final status review, maintain the 
planting according to your CRP conservation 
plan. Maintenance activities are allowed only on 
a spot basis and only if necessary to maintain 
stand health, maintain stand diversity, or control 
pests that will damage the CRP cover or 
adjacent lands. 
 
Mowing for generic weed control or cosmetic 
purposes is prohibited. Mowing may be 
necessary to control unwanted woody plant 
invasion. Mowing is only authorized between 
July 15 and August 20 to protect ground-nesting 
birds and allow regrowth for winter cover. The 
minimum mowing height is 12 inches. 
 
Other maintenance activities are only allowed 
between July 15 and February 28 (outside the 
primary nesting and brood-rearing season). 
Maintenance activities are allowed only if the 
FSA County Committee has approved the 
maintenance activity prior to the activity taking 
place. 
 
Check for erosion within the buffer. If rill or gully 
erosion occurs, regrade and reseed the area 
affected. 
 
Mid-Contract Management 
All habitat buffers for upland birds must have 
mid-contract management activities scheduled 
that are site specific and will ensure plant 
diversity, wildlife habitat and protection of soil 
and water resources. Management activities that 
will ensure these benefits in habitat buffers for 
upland birds include prescribed burning (with an 
approved burn plan), light disking, spraying and 
interseeding of forbs. Mowing is an inadequate 
means of disturbance for the desired habitat, 
except as needed to facilitate prescribed burning 
or light disking. Light disking in the late summer 
or fall is especially effective for maintaining 
desirable habitat. All management activities 
must be performed according to NRCS 
standards and specifications, as found in the 
FOTG, and CRP policy. 
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CRP CP-33 SPECIFICATIONS SHEET 

 
 
For:       Farm #:       
Field(s):       Tract #:       
Planned By:       Date:       

 
 

GRASS-FORB SEEDING 
Acres to be seeded:       

Recommended Species and Seeding Rates 
Grasses Forbs 

Species Rate 
PLS lb./ac 

Species Rate 
PLS oz./ac. 

                        
                        
                        
                        
                   
              
              
              
              
Total Grass (PLS pounds/acres)  Total Forbs (ounces/acre)  

Planting 
 

Tillage       Date       
Herbicide       Date       
Herbicide       Date       
Lime/Fertilizer       Date       

Planting Method       Date       
Post-Planting Maintenance for Pest Control 

Herbicide       Date       
Mowing       
Prescribed Burning – Burn according to approved plan 

Note: After the final status review has been completed, maintenance activities are allowed only on a spot 
basis and only with prior approval of the FSA County Committee. Mowing may only be done between July 
15 and August 20. Other maintenance activities must be conducted between July 15 and February 28 
unless prior approval for work outside these dates has been given by FSA County Committee. 

Mid-Contract Management 
Starting in year:                                                        Repeated every       years 

Light disk/chisel       Prescribed burning 
 Herbicide       Interseeding       

Note: An evaluation of the stand will be made no later than the 4th year of the contract. At that time a 
separate mid-contract specifications sheet may be developed. 



  

 

SHRUB PLANTING 
Acres of shrubs to be planted:       

Recommended species 
            
            

Planting 
Site Preparation: 

Tillage       
Herbicide       

Planting Date       Plant Spacing:       ft.  X        ft. 
Planting Method       

Post-Planting Maintenance 
Control weeds in an area at least 2 feet around each shrub for up to 2 years by: 

Herbicide       
Other       

Note: After the final status review has been completed, maintenance activities are allowed only on a spot 
basis and only with prior approval of the FSA County Committee. Maintenance activities must be 
conducted between July 15 and March 31 unless prior approval for work outside these dates has been 
given by FSA County Committee.  

 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
      
 
 
 
 
 
SEE ATTACHED MAP FOR LOCATION OF PRACTICES 


