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Definition

Conservation crop rotation is growing crops in a recurring sequence on the same field.  This practice applies to all land where crops are grown.  

This practice does not apply to pastureland, hayland, or other land uses where crops are grown occasionally only to facilitate renovation or re-establishment of perennial vegetation. 

Purposes

This practice is applied as part of a conservation management system to support one or more of the following:

· Reduce sheet and rill erosion

· Reduce soil erosion from wind 

· Maintain or improve soil organic matter content

· Manage the balance of plant nutrients

· Improve water use efficiency

· Manage plant pests (weeds, insects, and diseases)

· Provide food for domestic livestock

· Provide food and cover for wildlife

Conservation Management System

Rarely does one conservation practice provide the treatment needed for all of our natural resources.  Conservation crop rotation is a component of a conservation management system.  

A conservation management system is a combination of conservation practices and management that achieves a level of treatment for our soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources while also meeting the objectives of the land user.  

In addition to conservation crop rotation, practices such as residue management, cover crops, pest management, nutrient management, and various structures are often needed. 

General Specifications

Crops are to be grown in a planned sequence as outlined in the conservation plan or on this job sheet.  Crops will be adapted to the climate and soil resource.  

Table 1 – Practice Purpose(s)
(Check one or more that apply)

[image: image2.png]
____Reduce Sheet and Rill Erosion



____Improve Water Use Efficiency

____Reduce Soil Erosion from Wind 


____Manage Plant Pests

____Maintain or Improve Soil Organic Matter Content
____Provide Food for Domestic Livestock

____Manage the Balance of Plant Nutrients


____Provide Food/Cover for Wildlife

Table 2 – Conservation Crop Rotation

	Year
	Field(s)
	Summer Crop and Tillage System Planned
	Winter Crop and Tillage System Planned

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	


For More Information: Contact your local NRCS Office and Soil & Water Conservation District.
	The U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.


	



