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April 27, 2007

IDAHO TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NUMBER 279

Purpose:  To provide guidance for updating the Idaho Moses Database for RUSLE2, Version 1.26.6.4.
Background: There is a new version of RUSLE2 1.26.6.4 available to the Field Offices. This has already been loaded on your computers, and you have received training on this latest version. There is also a new version of the database: moses(ID)033097.gdb. 
Changes:
RUSLE2, Version 1.26.6.4

· There is a window which displays standing stubble, flat residue, percent of canopy and other features.
· There is another window for displays of fuel consumption and energy.

· There have been significant changes within the operation and vegetative files provided by NRCS National Headquarters.

Moses(ID)033007.gdb

· As a result of direction from National Headquarters, there have been significant changes in the alfalfa crop files generated in Idaho.  

· Soil survey data has been updated. The K and T factors in many soils have been changed in NASIS. It was also discovered that some soils’ records were missing data needed by RUSLE.   Those factors have been corrected or added.

· A number of commonly used crops missing from some Crop Management Zones (CMZ) have been added, i.e., beans, beets, potatoes, etc.
· Multiyear templates located in the “b” folder have been removed from the database.

· Irrigation inputs have not been entered for any management in the new database. Users must input irrigation data for all management files on irrigated cropland. Irrigation data was not input due to the multiple combinations which exist.

Location of  Moses(ID)033007.gdb

· Personnel are strongly encouraged to map to the moses(ID) database located on the shared drive at S:\Service_Center\NRCS\RUSLE2\moses(ID)033007.gdb. Using this database location allows the Area Resource Conservationists (ARC) to install National updates to the database, and all field staffs have access to any local managements.
· The moses(ID) database can alternatively be placed on individual computers in the RUSLE2 program folder located at C:\Program Files\USDA\RUSLE2. If this option is chosen, the District Conservationist is responsible for keeping the database on each individual’s computer updated when new databases are distributed.
What Do Field Personnel Have To Do?

Important:  Due to significant changes in the single-year templates, removal of the multiyear templates and changes in the soils database, the broken links that resulted between the databases will need to be resolved when moving saved managements, profiles and worksheets from your old database into the new database. Choose one of the following options:

A) Moving all or part of the saved managements, profiles and worksheets.
1. Open RUSLE2 so the program is using your current database.  

2. Export all saved managements, profiles, worksheets and/or plans that you have saved and want to use again, IF you have been advised to do so by your ARC. Close or minimize RUSLE2.

3. Access RUSLE2 through Windows Explorer. Move the file you just exported from the “Export” file folder in RUSLE2 to the “Import” file folder.  

4. Reopen RUSLE2.

5. Go to Database/Open Alternate” and select the new moses(ID)033007.gdb database located on the shared drive. Return to the RUSLE2 main screen and re-click on “Database.”

6. Make moses(ID)033007.gdb your startup database by clicking “Startup Database.” 

7. Import the exported files created in #1 above into the new moses database, IF you have been advised to do so by your ARC.
8. Archive your old moses(ID) database(s).

B). Mapping to the new database without moving any files. Archive old database and load new database.

1. Go to “Database/Open Alternate” and select the new moses(ID)033007.gdb database located on the shared drive. Return to the RUSLE2 main screen and re-click on “Database.”

2. Make moses(ID)033007.gdb your startup database by clicking “Startup Database.” 

3. Archive your old moses(ID) database(s).

Reference the Idaho RUSLE2 User Guide for specific instructions on exporting and importing files and archiving databases.

Additional Information on Changes:
1. The NASIS soils database is kept current by the Soil Survey staff. This download includes the current NASIS soils database and will allow periodic updates in the future. The downside is that the names of the soil survey areas originally used in RUSLE are not consistent with those in NASIS. That means the link between the soils database in RUSLE2 and an evaluation is broken.  RUSLE2 will not be able to open a saved profile, worksheet or plan that used the old soil survey names, if you chose to import these from your old database. It will tell you it can’t find the original survey area and will ask you to select a new one.  DON’T PANIC!  It’s easy to do.  
       Follow the instructions you see on the screen to select the correct soils database.  An example is

       provided on the next few pages. 
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2. CMZ Single-year and Multi-year alfalfa management records.

a. All original alfalfa files with the exception of those built for the 2006 CSP signup are incorrect. It was not until 2007 that National staff discovered all alfalfa crop files had been built incorrectly. As a result, erosion rates and SCI values for those records were not correct. SCI with alfalfa in the rotation was commonly greater than 1.0. Once corrected, SCI values will be less than 1.   

Important.   All of the incorrect alfalfa crop files (single- or multi-year) found in the last version of moses have been deleted. Corrected alfalfa files have been built and are found in the “Single year/Single Crop” folder in each CMZ. You will not be able to open a previously saved profile, worksheet or plan which included one of the incorrect alfalfa files if you imported them into the new database. RUSLE2 will ask you to replace the missing file with another one. When that happens, go to the appropriate CMZ, Single Year managements and select the appropriate alfalfa file.   
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3. Other Changes/Additions: Several common crop vegetative files had previously been left out of some CMZs. Those have been added to the appropriate areas.
You may receive error messages or experience problems as a result of these changes. If you have any questions or problems accessing the new database, please contact your ARC or the Acting State Agronomist for assistance. 
   /s/
MARK WEATHERSTONE

Assistant State Conservationist (Technical Services) 
NASIS  naming conventions.





Current naming convention for the soils database.





A warning message that RUSLE2 can’t find the selected soil. Press OK and continue.





Select the desired county soils database.





Select the desired soil.





RUSLE2 confirms your selection.





New alfalfa files.
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