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BACKGROUND
Grassland fields need to be managed so that grasses do not crowd out the forbs and legumes over time.  If no disturbance occurs the composition of grassland communities will change over several years through normal plant succession.  Typically, grasses begin to dominate stands to the point that beneficial forbs are reduced.  Also, the amount of bare ground declines, litter accumulates and overall vegetation density increases.  These changes may lead to a decline in habitat value for many desirable wildlife species.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Prescribed Haying management practice is to enhance the wildlife habitat value of the enrolled acres by increasing the amount of bare soil and by encouraging a diverse forb/legume community.  Forbs (any broadleaf plant) and legumes in grasslands are beneficial to birds, insects such as butterflies, and other wildlife.
Prescribed Haying can be an efficient and cost-effective practice that can be utilized where vegetation has become too thick to benefit the target species.  Haying can be used to remove some plant biomass that would accumulate to the point of harming wildlife habitat.  It can also be used to prepare fields for other disturbance activities or interseeding
Disturbance is especially helpful for maintaining brood-rearing habitat for bobwhite quail, wild turkey, and ring-necked pheasant.  The insects associated with annual weed communities provide critical nutrients, including protein, and essential amino acids for growing nestlings and chicks.  Reduced plant residue and increased bare ground are critical for young chick mobility in grassland areas.

Many grassland songbirds have shown significant declines over the last 50 years.  Providing diversity in vegetation structure benefits a wider range of species.  Some species such as meadowlarks, vesper sparrows, grasshopper sparrows and savannah sparrows benefit from a more open stand than is typically found in CRP. 

APPLICABILITY

This practice may be used on CP1, CP2, CP4B, CP4D, and CP10.

SPECIFICATIONS

The following are specifications for Prescribed Haying on CRP acreage: 

· NRCS eFOTG Standard Early Successional Habitat Development/Management (647) will be utilized for this practice.
· Haying must be done in a way that emphasizes the improvement of wildlife habitat
· Grassland fields must be established for a minimum of three years before initiating haying.
· Haying is limited to once every three years. 
· Haying is limited to one cutting per year.

· Haying will be performed according to the cutting height, schedule and fertility management provided in this job sheet.
· Prescribed Haying operations will be performed between July 16 and October 13. 
· Hay shall be removed from the field within 10 days of harvest but no later than October 30.
· The same acreage may not be both hayed and grazed in the same year.

· Before haying, request permission to hay by completing a DF21 with local FSA office.

· Comply with your signed agreement "Conservation Reserve Program - Terms and Conditions for Managed Haying of CRP Acreage" for additional program related terms and conditions (payment reductions, maintenance, responsibilities, notification requirements, etc.)
· After haying is completed, provide certification of acreage actually hayed to local FSA office.

· Erosion on hayed areas will not exceed tolerable limits.

· Prescribed haying shall not be performed in the following areas:

· Areas where haying will have minimal affect or potentially cause a negative impact on existing cover.

· Areas planted to trees and/or shrubs.

· Riparian forest buffers

· Environmentally sensitive areas marked on the plan.
· Within 120 feet of a stream or permanent water body.
CONSIDERATIONS

· Consider spot spraying or mowing areas where noxious weeds, such as Canada thistle or johnsongrass exist.  This will reduce the potential for unintentional establishment of these species by haying.

· Participants should be wary of tile blowholes, groundhog holes, fallen tree limbs, and other hazards that may have developed since they were last in the field.

· Haying in low, wet areas currently dominated by wetland vegetation should be avoided because these areas often add additional plant diversity to the site. 
· Participants who wish to lease the haying privilege to eligible livestock producers need to consult FSA for additional requirements.
Haying Management

Cutting

	Height of Cuttings

	Species Type
	Minimum Height to Begin Cutting for Hay
	Minimum Cutting Height

	Cool Season Grasses and Legumes
	8-10 inch height
	4 inches

	Warm Season Grasses
	12-18 inch height
	8 inches


Fertility Management and Maintenance*
1. For Low Fertility Soils/Fields (Phosphorus Bray P1 < 30 lbs/ac, and Exchangeable K < 200 lbs/ac).

· Apply Nitrogen at 40 lbs/ac (Maximum of 80 Lbs/ac) for each ton of hay removed, unless more than 35% of the stand consists of Legumes.

· Apply Phosphate (P2O5) at 13 lbs/ac for each ton of hay removed.

· Apply Potash (K2O) at 50 lbs/ac for each ton of hay removed.

2. For Moderate to High Fertility Soils/Fields (Phosphorus Bray P1 > 30 lbs/ac, and Exchangeable K > 200 lbs/ac).  

· No Fertility Required.  Can apply the amounts shown in item "1" above.
*As determined by soil test less than 5 years old. If a soil test less than 5 years old is not available, one will be required.
Haying Schedule

	CRP Field Number
	Targeted Plant to Suppress or Enhance
	Date Haying Will Occur
	Other Identified Concerns

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


There will be a 25% reduction in the annual payment for areas hayed under this practice.

Mid-Contract Management cost-share payment for this practice is $15.00 per acre.

Cost-share Payment Limitations for all MCM activities are:

· $50.00 per acre per year

· $100.00 per acre total for the life of the contract
	The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is responsible for administering the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).  CRP policy requires that starting with Signup 26, participants must perform management activities that maintain or enhance the quality of conservation cover for wildlife benefits.  

The FSA has requested the assistance of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to conduct an on-site assessment of the conservation cover.  NRCS has evaluated the condition and density of the stand; the grass/forb species present; and has recommended this/these MCM practice(s) to the FSA and the participant.  FSA and NRCS representatives will meet with the participant and discuss the MCM options available and the appropriate incentive payments if applicable.  

Signing this MCM Job Sheet is considered an addendum to the Conservation Plan of Operations (CPO).

No modification of the CPO will be necessary.
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	Participant
	FSA Representative
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