
Contour Farming: Table 1 Summary of Effects to Atlantic 
Salmon 

Maine 

Practice Information 
The purpose of this practice is to reduce 
erosion, control runoff water, and 
increase moisture infiltration. Contour 
farming generally applies to sloping 
cropland but may be applicable on 
recreation and wildlife areas where 
cultural practices such as tillage and 
planting are used for production of 
special purpose crops. Properly 
designed couture farming will utilize 
tillage marks and furrows to slow runoff 
and allow more moisture to infiltrate.  
Contour farming can increase erosion if 
rainfall amount exceeds the ability of the 
contours to remove the runoff.  
Therefore, this practice is usually 
planned in conjunction with other 
practices needed for support in the 
event runoff exceeds the carrying 
capacity of the contours. 

 

Network 
Diagram 
Effect 
Number 

Life 
cycle 
affected: 

Effect on Essential 
Fish Habitat (EFH): 

Essential Fish Habitat 
Conservation Measures 
(CMs): 

Effect on 
EFH (with 
CMs): 

D.2 
Decrease 
in runoff 
velocity 

Eggs & 
Larvae, 
Juveniles, 
Adults, 
Spawning 
Adults 

No effect  none No effect  

D.4 
Increase 
in water 
infiltration 

Eggs & 
Larvae, 
Juveniles, 
Adults, 
Spawning 
Adults 

No effect  none No effect  

I.3 
Decrease 
in sheet 
and rill 
erosion 

Eggs & 
Larvae, 
Juveniles, 
Adults, 
Spawning 
Adults 

No effect  none No effect  
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I.4 
Decrease in 
contaminants, 
pathogens, 
sediments to 
receiving 
waters 

Eggs & 
Larvae, 
Juveniles, 
Adults, 
Spawning 
Adults 

No effect  none No effect  

I.9 
Decrease in 
runoff volume 

Eggs & 
Larvae, 
Juveniles, 
Adults, 
Spawning 
Adults 

No effect  none No effect  

C.2 
Increase and 
decrease in 
surface 
waters and 
aquatic 
habitats 

Eggs & 
Larvae, 
Juveniles, 
Adults, 
Spawning 
Adults 

No effect  none No effect  

C.3 
Increase in 
fishable and 
swimmable 
waters; health 
and safety 
issues for 
humans, 
domestic and 
wild animals 

Eggs & 
Larvae, 
Juveniles, 
Adults, 
Spawning 
Adults 

No effect  none No effect  
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