Mulching-Plastic: Table 1 Summary of Effects to Atlantic

Salmon

Practice Information

Mulching is used to help control soil erosion, protect
crops, conserve moisture, moderate soll
temperature, prevent soil compaction and crusting,
reduce runoff, and suppress growth of weeds. The
practice is utilized on sites subject to erosion and
high runoff rates that need the additional protection
from material brought in from off the site. The
material may be manufactured and commercially
available, such as plastics or fabrics. Selection of
materials is dependent upon site condition and the
availability of materials. Manufactured mulches
should be applied according to the manufacturer’s
specifications. Mulching is a high input practice used
primarily on construction sites. However, plastic and
fabric mulches are often used on cropland in the
production of specialty crops including grapes, other

fruits, and vegetables.
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