
        NRCS Cross Wind Trap Strips 
Natural Resources Conservation Service Conservation Practice Job Sheet 589C 
 

 

Cooperator  ________________________________________________ Date  ____________________ 

Tract/Field No.   ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Purpose for planning and applying this practice (check all that apply) 

 Reduce soil erosion from wind  

 Induce deposition and reduce transport of wind-borne sediment and sediment-borne contaminants 
downwind 

 Protect growing crops from damage by wind-borne soil particles 

 Provide food and cover for wildlife   

 

Design  (see attached plan map indicating location and orientation of trap strip(s) and crop strip(s) 

Number of trap strips Trap strip height Soil loss objective 

Trap strip no. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Width (feet)           

Length (feet)           

Acres           

 

Vegetative cover, soil preparation, seeding and establishment (see attached CO-ECS-5) 

 

Operation and maintenance  

1.  After establishment, fertilize perennial trap strips as needed according to a Nutrient Management 
Plan, Code 590 to maintain plant vigor.   

2.     Plan and implement a Pest Management Plan, Code 595 if noxious weeds are present. 

3.  Manage Mowing or grazing of trap strips to allow re-growth to the planned height before periods 
when wind erosion or crop damage is expected to occur. 

4.  Remove Wind-borne sediment accumulated in trap strips and distribute over the surface of the 
field as determined appropriate. 

5.   Trap strips shall be re-established or relocated as needed to maintain plant density and height. 

6.     When barriers are designed to enhance wildlife habitat, they shall not be mowed or pruned 
unless their height and width exceeds that required to obtain the wildlife objective and they 
become competitive with the adjoining land use.  When mowing or pruning are required, conduct 
the operation(s) only during non-nesting season. 
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Comments / considerations / additional requirements 

 

 

Signatures 

I reviewed this plan including the Operation and maintenance requirements, and agree to implement 
as written. 

Cooperator  _______________________________________________  Date  __________________ 

Planning of this practice is complete and consistent with NRCS 589C Standard Criteria for the stated 
purpose(s). 

Conservationist  ___________________________________________  Date  __________________ 

Application of this practice is complete and consistent with NRCS 589C Standard Criteria for the stated 
purpose(s). 

Certifying Official   _________________________________________  Date  __________________ 

 

NRCS, CO  FOTG, Section IV 
April 2008  Standards and Specifications 
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