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Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide for Cropland Areas
	Owner/Operator
	District

	County
	Field Office

	Program
	WHEG No.
	Assisted by

	Map No.
	Location:Sec       T         R
	Acres
	Date:

	Applies to all cropland areas. Complete 1 WHEG for each Conservation Management Unit.  Species to benefit on improving croplands:  mourning dove, whitewinged dove, cottontail, snakes, bats, hawks, small mammals, mule deer, sandhill cranes, red-winged blackbirds.

	Factor – Components
	Values
	Current
	Planned
	Weight
	Weighted

Score

Current
	Weighted Score

Planned

	1 Percent of planning unit not in cropland (includes field borders, windbreaks, food plots, unharvested grain strips, vegetated alleys, other natural areas)

	a) < 1 %
b) 1   to    4 %
c)  > 4 %
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 2 
	
	

	2 Crop rotation in planning unit includes annual grain, grass, legume, or seed crop on

	a) 0     to    10 % of the planning unit
b) 11   to    50 % of the planning unit 
c) 50   to   100 % of the planning unit 
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 2 
	
	

	3 Residue Management (for hay fields evaluate period between last cutting and renovation)

	a) residue burned, tilled, grazed, or left on field < 4 mos.
b) residue left on field > 4 months
c) residue left on field > 6 months and > 8 inches tall
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 2 
	
	

	4 Pest Management - Weeds, insects and field rodents controlled by 

	a) chemicals/poison baits 
b) integrated pest management 
c) biological, passive, organic methods only 
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 2 
	
	

	5 Availability of water for wildlife 

	a) Available only when irrigating
b) Available seasonally in reservoir or pond on farm 
c) Permanently available on-farm 
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 2
	
	

	6 Proximity to permanent water for wildlife ( average distance to  year round drinking water)

	a) > 1 mile or not available
b) >  ½ mile   < 1 mile
c) < ½mile
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 1 
	
	

	7 Human disturbance, contact with humans & pets – average distance to houses and public roads

	a) road/house <  ¼ mile
b) road/house > ¼ mile  <  ½ mile
c) seldom used road/s,  house/s >  ½ mile
	0 - .3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 1
	
	

	8 Proximity to lakes, ponds, wetlands, streams, riparian areas (including ephemeral), mesquite bosques 

	a) average distance > 1 mile
b) average distance > ½ mile  < 1 mile
c) average distance < ½ mile
	0 -.3
.4 -.7

.8 -1.0
	
	
	X 1
	
	

	9 Interspersion of Vegetation Types (distance from center of open fields to permanent cover or corridor)

	a) > 800 feet
b) > 200 feet < 800 feet
c) < 200 feet
	0 -.3

.4 - .7

.8 - 1.0
	
	
	X 1
	
	













Sum _______    _______

                                                                                                  Overall score =  sum ( 14  (       _______    _______
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