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TECHNICAL NOTE 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE      STATE OF COLORADO      NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

 
CULTURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT NOTE No. 1    Date: July 2011  
 
TO:  All State Office Planners, Area, Field, RC & D Offices, and Plant Materials Centers 
 
FROM:  Marsha Sims 
              State Archeologist/Cultural Resources Specialist (CRS) 
 
Purpose: 
 
To update guidance for cultural resources ground-disturbing potential for conservation 
practices. 
 
Filing information:  
 
This Technical Note replaces Cultural Resources Management Note No. 1 dated July 1, 2010.  
It supplements Cultural Resources Management Note No. 2. File under #6 in the Colorado 
Cultural Resources Handbook available in Field Offices and the State Office as 190-15-11-0.  

 
Background: 
 
The following listing of conservation practices indicates the potential of each practice to have an 
adverse effect on historic properties (cultural resources that are considered eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places) if any are present in the area of potential effect (APE).  
Field Office (FO) staff trained in the National Cultural Resources Management (CRM) 
awareness Modules 1-8 use this list in order to determine potential impacts to historic 
properties during the planning stages. Those practices on this list having the potential to impact 
historic properties along with plans for Federal funding for those practices provides the basic 
starting point for implementing the NRCS CRM process addressed in CRM Technical Note No. 
2. Conservation practices have different potentials such as undertakings or they are non-
intrusive. Detailed definitions for three typical considerations are as follows: 
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Conservation practices considered as undertakings by NRCS (G).  
 
Some conservation practices have a high potential to affect cultural resources when installed 
according to standard NRCS criteria.  Such practices are considered undertakings and 
consideration of cultural resources is required. 
 
Conservation practices considered as undertakings except when non-intrusive (PG).    
 
Some conservation practices may impact historic properties unless they are installed under two 
different situations.   
 1. The installation of the practice will not exceed the depth, extent, or kind of previous 
cultivation or disturbance; or 
 2.  The installation of the practice will be in areas of land that have not been previously 
cultivated but will not involve ground disturbance. 
 
If these situations apply the conservation practice is exempt from further consideration of 
cultural resources management since the undertaking does not have the potential to affect 
historic properties. 
 
Conservation practices without the potential to impact historic properties are listed as not 
ground disturbing (NG).  
 
Some conservation practices are primarily management related and will not affect historic 
properties.  Such practices are exempt from further consideration of historic properties. 
 
Consult the following table to determine if a conservation practice is exempt from further 
consideration of historic properties. If a conservation practice is rated as “Not Ground 
Disturbing” (NG), then no further consideration of historic properties is necessary. If a 
conservation practice is rated as “Potentially Ground Disturbing” (PG) or “Ground Disturbing” 
(G), then additional consideration of historic properties is required as outlined in the State-level 
Agreement.  
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