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Pest Management 
  

 
 
 
 

 

What is Pest Management? 
• Pest management is using environmentally 

sensitive prevention, avoidance, monitoring 
and suppression strategies to manage 
weeds, insects, diseases, animals and other 
organisms that directly or indirectly cause 
damage or annoyance. 

 
Purposes 
Pest management systems are applied as part 
of a Resource Management System to support 
one or more of the following: 

• Enhance the quantity and quality of 
agricultural commodities. 

• Minimize the negative impacts of pest 
control on soil, water, air, plant, animal and 
human resources. 

 
Pest Management Includes 
• Evaluating the environmental risk of pest 

management off-site. 
• Providing mitigation alternatives to minimize 

the environmental risk 
• Adoption of Integrated Pest Management 

(IPM) methods. 
• Implementation of a pest management 

component of an overall conservation plan. 
 

 
 
Benefits 
Pest management systems: 
 
• Maximize economic returns. 
• Minimize environmental risks. 
• Improve food, water, and air quality. 

Resource Management Systems 
Pest management is used as a component of a 
resource management system (RMS).  It should 
be used in conjunction with crop residue 
management, nutrient management, 
conservation buffers, and other conservation 
practices, which are applied on a site-specific 
basis to address both natural resource concerns 
and the operator’s objectives. 

General Criteria 
 
• Utilize IPM strategies that strive to balance 

economics, efficacy, and environmental 
risks where available.  

• Implement mitigation and management 
techniques to address the environmental 
risks of pest management activities.  These 
techniques are incorporated in the attached 
specification. 

• When applying cultural or mechanical 
control methods of pest management, crop 
rotation, residue management, and other 
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practices, must comply with the rest of the 
conservation plan. 

• When developing alternatives and applying 
chemical controls of pest management, the 
following will apply: 

 
1.  Utilize pesticide label instructions when 

developing chemical control alternatives.  
Pay special attention to environmental 
hazards and site-specific application 
criteria. 

 
2.  When a chosen alternative has 

significant potential to negatively impact 
important water resources, an 
appropriate set of mitigation techniques 
must be used to address risks to humans 
and non-target aquatic and terrestrial 
plants and wildlife.  Appropriate mitigation 
techniques are incorporated in the 
attached specification 

 
•    Methods of pest management must comply 

with Federal, State, and local regulations. 
 
Plans and Specifications 
 
Practice specifications are provided to ensure 
that pest management and system components 
meet the resource needs and producer’s 
objectives.  The specifications are based on the 
crop sequence/rotation, target pests, soils, and 
application methods used by the producer.  
These requirements are recorded on page 3 and 
4 of this job sheet. 
 
The pest management component of a 
conservation plan shall be prepared in 
accordance with the criteria of the NRCS 595 
Standard and shall describe the requirements 
for applying the practice to achieve its intended 
purpose(s). 
 
Minimum components: 
• plan map 
• soil map 
• topographic maps on steeper slopes of 

managed site 
• location of sensitive resources and setbacks 
• operation and maintenance requirements 
• environmental risk analysis 
• appropriate set of interpretations of the 

environmental risk analysis identified for 
each mitigation technique used 

• alternative conservation practices that 
address erosion, sediment, soil quality, and 
irrigation induced concerns 

 

Operation, Maintenance, and Safety 
 
o Review and update the plan periodically in 

order to incorporate new IPM technology, 
respond to cropping system and pest 
complex changes, and avoid the 
development of pest resistance. 

o Maintain mitigation techniques identified in 
the plan in order to ensure continued 
effectiveness. 

o Follow federal, state, and local label 
requirements for mixing/loading setbacks 
from wells, intermittent streams and rivers, 
natural or impounded ponds, lakes, or 
reservoirs. 

o Post signs according to label directions 
and/or Federal, State, tribal and local laws 
around sites that have been treated.  Follow 
restricted entry intervals. 

o Dispose of pesticides and pesticide 
containers in accordance with label 
directions and adhere to Federal, State, and 
local regulations. 

o Read and follow label directions and 
maintain appropriate Material Safety Data 
Sheets (MSDS). 

o Calibrate application equipment according to 
Extension and/or manufacturer 
recommendations before each seasonal use 
and with each major chemical change. 

o Replace worn nozzle tips, cracked hoses, 
and faulty gauges. 

o Maintain records of pest management for at 
least two years.  Pesticides application 
records shall be in accordance with USDA 
Agricultural Marketing Service’s Pesticide 
Record Keeping Program requirements. 

o Formulate a safety plan complete with 
names, locations, and telephone numbers of 
local treatment centers.  

 
» For human exposure questions, the local 

center is: 
 
Name: POISON CONTROL CENTER 

Location:         

Phone:  1-800-222-1222 
 

» The National Pesticide Telecommunications 
Network (NPTN) telephone number in 
Corvallis, OR, is available: 

1-800-424-7378 
(6:30a.m. – 4:30p.m. Mon. – Fri., Pacific Time) 
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Operation, Maintenance, and Safety 
(Continued) 
 

» For emergency assistance with agrochemical 
spills, the local contact is: 

Name:       

Location:       

Phone:       

» The nearest hazardous waste disposal facility 
is: 

                      

» The National 24-hour CHEMTREC telephone 
number for emergency assistance is: 

1-800-424-9300 
» For an animal emergency contact the national 

Animal Poison Control Center: 

1-800-548-2423 
 (There may be a fee for service.) 

Pest Management Guidelines 
Provide adequate plant nutrients and soil moisture 
and favorable pH and soil conditions to reduce 
plant stress, improve plant vigor, and increase the 
plant’s overall ability to tolerate pests. 

• Diversify treatment methods to minimize the 
development of pest resistance. 

• Delay pesticide applications when climatic 
conditions are conducive to offsite pesticide 
movement. 

• Apply conservation practices and 
management techniques that reduce runoff 
and erosion. 

• Use conservation buffers to reduce offsite 
movement of pollutants. 

• Prevent disruption of Native American 
artifacts and other cultural resources with land 
disturbing activities. 
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Operator:        Date:         Assisted by:        

Tract:        Fields(s):       Rainfall:       

Crop Sequence/Rotation:        

Predominant soil:        

Local Regulations:   None   Sole Source Aquifer     Wellhead Protection Area   Other-Describe:      

 

PURPOSE (Check all that apply) 
 Agriculture Commodity Quantity & 

Quality Enhancement 
   Minimize negative impact on soil, 

water, air, plant, animal & humans 
  Other 

 
Target Pest Name 

Management method  
(selected alternative) 

 
Application techniques  
(i.e., rate, timing, and method) 

 
Additional specifications- 
MITIGATION TECHNIQUES 

                           

                         

                           

                                

                            

                          

                            

 
Environmental risk analysis: (describe mitigation for each risk concern): 
      

 

PEST MANAGEMENT DESIGN AND SPECIFICATIONS 
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Pest Management Job Sketch 
 

 
• Draw or sketch the planning unit- show any sensitive areas and required setback zones, water bodies, wells, and 
        buildings.  Indicate field location and acres.
• Include other relevant information-complementary practices or adjacent field conditions 

 
Scale 1” = _     _ ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size = ½” by ½ “) 
 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

 
 

Perform the following operations and maintenance: 
• Review the pest management component of the plan whenever the production system changes substantially, new 
        pesticides are used or at least every year.
• Maintain mitigation techniques identified in the plan in order to ensure continued effectiveness. 
• Maintain pest management records in accordance with USDA requirements.  Retain for 7 years. 
• Handle all pesticides with caution and wear appropriate protective clothing according to label instructions.
•       

Pest Management Narrative: 
• Additional description of selected alternatives
• IPM opportunities, overall conservation plan integration issues
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PLAN CERTIFICATION 
 
This practice is designed and planned according to NRCS AK Standards and Specifications. 
 

 

_____________________________________________             _____________________ 

 Signature of person preparing plan       Date 

 
 
 
____________________________________________             ______________________ 

Signature of Certified Specialist in Pest Management.     Date 

   
 
 
 
 
I agree to install this practice as designed and planned. 
 
Client:  Date:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, 
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center (202) 720 - 2600 
(voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 
DC 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (Voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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PEST MANAGEMENT      AK – 595 
 
 
 
Owner _________________________________________________ 

Operator _______________________________________________ 

Location ________________________________________________ 

Field #s _________________________________________________  

Tract # _________ Farm # _______    

 
 
Program_______________ Contract # ________  Acres Planned   _______ 
 
                                                                                     Acres Applied________ 
 
PRACTICE CERTIFICATION 
 
This practice was installed and maintained in accordance with the accompanying Pest Management 
job sheet and will meet the intended function and purpose as described in the design specification. 
 
 
[  ] YES  [  ] No 
 
Recommendations and Comments: 
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
Operation & Maintenance
Periodic monitoring of this practice is essential to determine 1) if production and ecological goals are being met, 
2) if facilitating practices are installed, maintained, and adequate, and 3) if modifications are needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed by:  Date:  
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