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FARM ANIMALS DAILY DRINKING WATER NEEDS 

TYPE OF ANIMAL 

MWPS #14, 
Private 
Water 

Systems 
Handbook 

EFM-
CHAPTER 11 
NRCS TABLE 

11-1 

WV 528A-
PRESCRIBED GRAZING 

APPENDIX  6 (4/98) 

NATIONAL RANGE & 

PASTURE HANDBOOK; 
TABLE 6-7 

 GALLON 
USE/DAY 

GALLON 
USE/DAY 

GALLON 
USE/DAY 

GALLON 
USE/DAY 

Milking cow; This may l 
vary depending upon the size 

of the animal and the 
planned daily milk 

production. 
 

35-45 **  35-40 

Dry cow 20-30  20-30 

10-30 

Heifers 10-15  10-15  

Calves –nursing (1-1 ½ 
gal/100 lb body) 

 
6-10  6-10  

Swine- finishing 3-5 4 3-5  

Swine -Nursery (6-10) 1  1  

Sow & Litter 8  8  

Gestating Sow 6  6  

Beef Cattle 8-12 12-15 MATURE; 15-20 
600# ;  6-10 

6-18 

Llama 3-5    

Sheep/Goats 2 2 2 1-2 

Horse 12  12  

100 Broilers 8    

100 Chicken layers 9    

100 Turkeys 15    
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ESTIMATE  TOTAL LIVESTOCK DAILY AND STORAGE  WATER REQUIREMENTS 
 

THE EXISTING WATER SOURCE CAN SUPPLY ______________ GPM FOR _____ HOURS/DAY. 
 

TYPE 
ANIMALS 

(A) 
NO. OF 

ANIMALS 

(B) 
DAILY 

WATER 
NEEDS 

(GAL/DAY) 
(TABLE 1) 

( C ) 
TOTAL 
ANIMAL 

USE 
DAILY 
(GAL) 
A X B 

(D) 
# OF 

TIMES TO 
WATER/ 

DAY 

(E) 
PUMP 
(HR/
DAY) 

(F) 
TARGET PUMP 
RATE (GPM) 

(ROUND UP TO 
WHOLE 

NUMBER ) 
__C____ 

(D X E X  60) 

(G) 
WATER 

STORAGE 
(# DAYS) 

 

(H) 
TOTAL VOL. 
OF  WATER 
STORAGE 

(GAL) 
 
 
 

C X G 
         

         

         

         

         

         

         

TOTAL    

 
 
 
 
 
 


