Natural Resources Conservation Service
Conservation Practice Standard
Caribbean AREA
Critical Area Planting
(Ac.)
Code 342
Specifications guide for plant materials
Definition
Establishing permanent vegetation on sites that have, or are expected to have, high erosion rates, and on sites that have physical, chemical or biological conditions that prevent the establishment of vegetation with normal practices. 
with the Purpose of:
· Stabilizing stream and channel banks, and shorelines.
· Stabilizing areas with existing or expected high rates of soil erosion by wind or water.
· Rehabilitate and revegetate degraded sites that cannot be stabilized using normal establishment techniques.
· Stabilizing coastal areas, such as sand dunes and riparian areas.
This practice applies to highly disturbed areas such as:
· active or abandoned mined lands;
· urban conservation sites;
· road construction areas;
· conservation practice construction sites;
· areas needing stabilization before or after natural disasters such as floods, hurricanes, tornados and wildfires;
· eroded banks of natural channels, banks of newly constructed channels, and lake shorelines;
· other areas degraded by human activities or natural events.
When planning this practice consider:
· A site investigation shall be conducted to identify any physical, chemical, or biological conditions that could affect the successful establishment of vegetation.
· Clearing of unwanted materials and smoothed or shaped, if needed, to meet planting and landscaping purposes. 
· A suitable seedbed shall be prepared for all seeded species.  Compacted layers will be ripped and the soil re-firmed prior to seedbed preparation. 
Species Selection
1. Consider selecting multiple species for planting.
Table 1. Plant Materials Recommended for Critical Areas/1
GRASSES
	Common Name
	Technical Name
	Planting Method and Minimum Rate (acre)
	Acid Tolerant
	
Salinity Tolerant
	
Climate

	Bahia grass 
(Yerba bahía) 
	Paspalum notatum 
	By seeds, 40 lbs. or by sprigs 1500 lbs. 
	Yes 
	Fair 
	Semiarid-Humid

	Bamboo 
(Bambú) 
	Bambusa spp. 
	Stem cuttings. Amount varies per species 
	No 
	No 
	Semiarid- Humid

	Bermuda grass 
(Yerba Bermuda) 
	Cynodon dactylon 
	By seed, 60 lbs. or by sprigs 1500 lbs. 
	Yes 
	Fair 
	Semiarid-Humid

	Caña Castilla
	Arundo donax
	Cuttings as needed
	No
	Medium
	Dry

	Carpet grass 
(Grama colorada) 
	Axonopus compressus 
	By seed, 40 lbs. or by sprigs 1500 lbs. 
	Yes 
	No 
	Humid

	Centipede grass 
(Grama ciempiés) 
	Eremochloa ophiuroides 
	By seed, 20 lbs. or sod 
	Yes 
	No 
	Humid

	Dallis grass 
(Yerba dalis) 
	Paspalum dilatatum 
	By seed, 20 lbs. or springs 1500 lbs. 
	Yes 
	No 
	Semiarid-Humid

	Guinea grass 
	Urochloa maxima 
	By seed, 25 lbs. or by clump division 
	Fair (variety gramalote is high acid tolerant) 
	No 
	Semiarid

	Hurricane grass 
(Yerba huracán) 
	Bothriochloa pertusa 
	By seed, 20 lbs. or by clump division 
	Fair 
	Fair 
	Semiarid

	Lemon grass 
(Limoncillo) 
	Cymbopogon citratus 
	Clump division 
	Fair 
	No 
	Humid

	Napier elephant grass (all varieties) 
(Yerba elefante) 
	Pennisetum purpureum 
	By stem cuttings, 2000 lbs. 
	Fair 
	No 
	Humid

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pajon or Kleberg
	Dichanthium annulatum
	By seed 20 lbs.
	Medium
	Yes
	Dry to Semiarid

	Pangola grass 
	Digitaria eriantha 
	By sprigs 1500 lbs 
	Yes 
	No 
	Humid

	Para grass 
(Malojillo) 
	Urochloa mutica 
	By seed, 5 lbs. or by sprigs 1500 lbs. 
	Yes 
	Fair 
	Humid

	Rhodes grass 
(Pasto rodes) 
	Chloris gayana 
	By seed, 20 lbs. or by clump division 
	No 
	No to Fair depending on variety 
	Humid

	Rye grass 
	Lolium spp. 
	By seed, 40 lbs. 
	No 
	Yes 
	Humid

	Seashore paspalum 
	Paspalum vaginatum 
	By sprigs 1500 lbs. 
	No 
	Yes 
	Humid

	Signal grass 
(Yerba Signal) 
	Urochloa brizantha 
	By seed, 20 lbs. or by sprigs 1500 lbs 
	Yes 
	No 
	Humid

	Star grass (Yerba Estrella) 
	Cynodon nlemfuensis 
	By sprigs, 1500 lbs. 
	Fair 
	Fair 
	Humid

	Vetiver grass 
(Pacholí) 
	Vetiveria zizanioides 
	By clump division 
	Yes 
	Low 
	Semiarid-Humid

	Zoysia 
	Zoysia japonica, Z. matrella 
	Sod 
	Yes 
	Yes 
	Humid



TREES/SHRUBS/FORBS
	Common Name
	Technical Name
	Planting Method and Minimum Rate (acre)
	Acid Tolerant
	
Salinity Tolerant
	
Climate

	Almácigo
	Bursera simaruba
	8 to 40 feet (cuttings or trees)
	Fair
	Yes
	Dry to Humid

	Astromelia
	Lagenstroemia speciosa
	Cuttings as needed
	Medium
	No
	Humid

	Gengibre or Ginger
	Zingiber spp.
	Corms as needed
	Yes
	No
	Humid

	Lirio araña or Spider lily
	Crinum spp.
	Corms As needed
	No 
	Yes
	Dry to Humid

	Mata ratón/
Vara de San José or Quick Stick
	Gliricidia sepium
	Stakes 8 to 20 feet 
	Medium
	Yes
	Dry to Humid

	Palma real or Royal palm
	Roystonea borinquensis
	8 to 40 feet
	Yes
	No
	Humid

	Úcar or Black olive
	Bucida buceras
	20  to 40 feet (cuttings or trees)
	Fair
	Yes
	Dry to humid


/1 This list is not all inclusive. For other potential species consult the Plant Materials Specialist.



