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ESTABLISHMENT OF RIPARIAN
HERBACEOUS COVER FOR WRP
MISSISSIPPI
Reserve Program (WRP) easement lands often contain public drainage
istorical drainageways that must be maintained periodically in order to

nctioning of multi-farm watershed drainage.  It is necessary that open
ned parallel to these drainage ditches.  The establishment of herbaceous
side of the drainage ditch(s), rather than the establishment of trees or other
 best accomplish this.

E PRACTICE APPLIES:  This practice applies on land parallel to drainage
 on WRP easement lands.  Herbaceous cover is required only on one side
but may be established on both.  Herbaceous vegetation begins at top-of-

adjacent to and parallel with the drainage ditch will be shaped and
equipment travel for maintenance purposes.  Many sites may not require
r shaping.  Vegetative cover may exist on some sites.  This cover is

tative species is listed in Table 1. The existing cover must be of such
o erosion occurs and the cover inhibits germination and growth of woody
table cover does not exist or cannot be enhanced, the vegetative cover will
ontains a list of vegetative species approved for planting.  Establishment
d in Table 2 and are taken from the Mississippi Planting Guide which is a
rce of NRCS' Field Office Technical Guide.  The minimum width of the strip
ill be 30 feet and a maximum of 75 feet is allowed.  The width should not

e drainage district easement.

ent period additional seed, nutrients and/or rill and gully repair may be
e level of cover needed.  Thereafter, periodic maintenance, which may
rning or spraying, will be necessary to maintain the original cover conditions
y species.  Burn permits should be obtained prior to any burning, while
 applicators license will be necessary prior to use of any agricultural

ication sheet shall become a part of the final Wetland Reserve Plan of
hen the Practice- Riparian Herbaceous Cover is planned.

artment of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color,
r, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all
y to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice

 discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th
enue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal
nd employer.
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SPECIFICATION SHEET FOR
STABLISHMENT OF RIPARIAN
RBACEOUS COVER FOR WRP
TABLE 1
WRP-ACCEPTABLE PLANT LIST

FOR
EXISTING RIPARIAN HERBACEOUS COVER

songrass Common vetch Dewberry
msedge Caley or flat pea Blackberry
ygrass Common lespedeza Beggarlice
magrass III. bundleflower Wooly croton
ngrass Wild winter pea Partridge pea
etgrass Centipedegrass Panicgrass
egrass Purpletop tridens Little barley
lgrass Crabgrass Barnyard grass

t foxtail P.ryegrass Wildrye

TABLE 2
WRP-ACCEPTABLE PLANT LIST

FOR
ANTING OF RIPARIAN HERBACEOUS COVER

hgrass Common lespedeza Partridgepea
luestem Little bluestem

     ESTABLISHMENT REQUIREMENTS
ies    Seed

Lbs/Acre
Planting
   Date

Planting
  Depth

  Lime
Tons/Ac.

Fert. Lbs.
N-P-K/Ac.

    Est.
 Method


