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Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management 
Virginia Conservation Practice Job Sheet                           644 

 

 
 
Definition 
Retaining, developing or managing wetland 
habitat for wetland wildlife. 

Criteria   
Use 190-V-NBM, Amend. VA1 (wildlife habitat 
evaluation worksheet) to identify habitat-limiting 
factors (food, water, cover, spatial arrangement) 
in the planning area.   

Identify wildlife species management goals and 
objectives.  Identify the types, amount and 
distribution of habitat elements and the 
management actions necessary to achieve the 
management objectives. 

Remove or reduce limiting factor(s) in their order 
of significance, as indicated by results of the 
habitat evaluation. 

 

Application of this practice alone, or in 
combination with other supporting and 
facilitating practices, shall result in a 
conservation system that will meet or exceed the 
minimum quality criteria for wildlife habitat 
established in Section III of the FOTG. 

Use native plants wherever possible. 

Clean sites containing hazardous waste prior to 
the installation of this practice. 

Control invasive species, federal/state listed 
noxious plant species, and nuisance species (e.g., 
those whose presence or overpopulation 
jeopardize the practice) on the site.  This may 
include the manipulation of water levels to 
control unwanted vegetation. Discourage the 
establishment and/or use of non-native plant 
species where possible. 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.  To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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Landowner: Farm #: 
Field(s): Tract #: 
Acres: Date:  
 

Purpose (check all that apply): 
 Wildlife Habitat            Species:  
 Water Quality   Recreation  Aesthetics        Other_______________________ 
 

Habitat Evaluation Scores  
Landuse Evaluated Benchmark Score Planned Score 
EX. 1 - Cropland 35 76 
   
   
   
 

Wetland Wildlife Management Plan Summary (project goals, hydrology/vegetation/soils 
summary, description of historical wetland conditions…): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Practice Planned 
(practice yielding 

the planned score) 

 
Field 

Number(s) 
 

 
Planting 

requirements 
(mix) 

 
Management 

 
Size  

 
EX. 1 - 386 

 
3 – 2 sides 

 
NWSG 

 
647 – light disking 

 
35’w x150’ long 

     

     

     

     

     

Virginia Wetland Wildlife Habitat Mgt – Practice Certification                644 
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Wetland Information 
Water Source (See engineering design for details): 
 Diversion (Code 362)  Pond  Pumping Plant (Code 533) 
 Well (Code 642)  Surface Water  Dikes 
 Water Control Structure         Number: __________     Type/Size: _____________ 
 

Water Management: 
  Slow drawdown starting on or around:  ____________________ 
  Leave drained over summer for moist soil plants to grow. 
  Allow shallow water area to gradually refill for migration, start refilling on:__________________ 
  Maintain shallow water over winter.  Vary water depth from year to year. 
  Disk at the start of the growing season as necessary to stimulate annuals. 
  No active management (natural water regime). 
 

Vegetation 
Vegetative Plantings: 
 Riparian Herbaceous Cover (Code 390) Acres:  Year: 
 Riparian Forest Buffer (Code 391)                       Acres:  Year: 
 Critical Area Planting (Code 342)                         Acres:  Year: 
 Other: Acres:  Year: 
    Species:   Rate:                   Species:   Rate: 
    
    
    
    
 

Vegetation Management: 
Early Successional Habitat Development  (Code 647)   Acres:  Year: 
Prescribed Burning (Code 338)  Acres:  Year: 
Pest Management (Code 595) Acres:  Year: 
Other: Acres:  Year: 
   
 

Fencing (if needed: Code 382) Type: ______________ Feet: __________________ 
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Operation and Maintenance 
O&M will consist of an operation and maintenance plan that describes the timing and duration of 
flooding, vegetation management where necessary, and any other mechanical, chemical or 
maintenance treatments.  The following actions shall be carried out to ensure that this practice 
functions as intended throughout its expected life.  These actions include normal repetitive 
activities in the application and use of the practice (operation), and repair and upkeep of the 
practice (maintenance): 

• Any use of fertilizers, mechanical treatments, prescribed burning, pesticides and other 
chemicals shall assure that the intended purpose of the wetland shall not be compromised. 

• Management actions shall maintain vegetation, and control undesirable vegetation.  
Management of water depth and duration may be utilized to control unwanted vegetation. 

• The depth of accumulated sediment should be measured and the accumulations removed 
when the planned project objectives are jeopardized. 

• Timing and level setting of water control structures is required for the establishment of 
desired hydrologic conditions, for management of vegetation and for optimum wildlife and 
fish use. 

Site Specific O&M Requirements (include any additional actions necessary that have not 
been addressed): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planner Certification 
 
This Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management plan meets the requirements of NRCS Conservation 
Practice Standard 644. 
 
 
 
______________________________   __________________________   ________________ 
Signature                                                Title                                                      Date 

Certification of Practice Completion 
 
This Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management practice has been completed and maintained 
according to NRCS plans and specifications.  (Indicate in Practice Specifications if there were any 
changes to the planned practice and acreage.) 
 
 
 
____________________________    __________________________  __________________ 
Signature                                                  Title                                                      Date 
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If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, 
complementary practices and measures, and additional specifications may be included. 
 
Scale 1"=  ______  ft. (N/A indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2") 
 
 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

 
 

Additional Specifications and Notes: 
 
“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-
2791.To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 
Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or 
TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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