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A properly operated and maintained composting facility is an asset to your farm. This facility was designed and installed to reduce the pollution potential of organic agricultural wastes to surface and ground water by composting.   The estimated life span of this installation is at least 15 years. The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.
Composting is a biological process. It requires a combination of art and science for success.  The operation may need to undergo some trial and error in the start-up of a new composting facility.
Operation and maintenance is required to maintain satisfactory performance. Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Do not allow human entry to any enclosed structure without appropriate safety equipment.  Maintain appropriate warning signs.  
· Safety stations should be inspected twice a year.  Safety items should be replaced as necessary. Safety requirements for operation of the composting facility shall be posted in a visible location and replaced when necessary.

· All fences, railings, and/or warning signs shall be maintained to prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.

· Manage the compost piles for temperature, odors, moisture, and oxygen, as appropriate. Make adjustments throughout the composting period to insure proper composting processes.  

· Closely monitor temperatures above 165oF.  Take action immediately to cool piles that have reached temperatures above 185oF.
· Do not allow the operation of any equipment that exceeds the design load limit on or within twenty feet of the structure.

· Maintain all pumps, agitators, piping, valves and all other electrical and mechanical equipment in good operating condition by following the manufacturer's recommendations.  Repair as necessary.

· Maintain grounding rods and wiring for all electrical equipment in good condition.

· Inspect haul roads and approaches to and from the composting facility frequently to determine the need for stabilizing materials.
· Visually inspect area around composting facility.  Ensure that surface runoff is directed away from the facility and contaminated runoff is directed to an appropriate storage or treatment facility.  Take appropriate corrective actions to direct runoff to the appropriate locations.  

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage.
· Repair spells, cracks and weathered areas in concrete surfaces.

· Repair or replace rusted or damaged metal and paint.

· Inspect for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.   Repair any damage.  Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage.

· Operate system in a manner to minimize odors and air drift.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR COMPOSTING FACILITY

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR YOUR COMPOSTING FACILITY. 


































































Provide recipe for composting and sequence of ingredient layering and mixing.





Provide guidance on making changes to the recipe when necessary.
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