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Natural resources conservation service
conservation practice sPECIFICATION

550 - range planting

i.  scope

The work shall consist of furnishing materials and seeding the rangelands as shown on the drawings, and/or plans.

ii.  Time of Planting

The specific time of seeding shall be as stated on the Practice Requirement sheet, or planting plan.

iii.  Seedbed Preparation

Annual Legumes and Grasses

If a no-till drill is available, drill directly into existing annual plant community after excess mulch has been removed by grazing, or

If a drill is not available, lightly disk or harrow to loosen the top 1" of soil, and broadcast the seed.

Sites with compacted surfaces may benefit by disking or ripping 4-16 inches deep prior to seeding.

Perennial Grasses

Maintain a clean, weed-free seedbed by fallowing starting in late spring before the annuals have set seed, or

If summer forage is desired or cleanup crop is needed, plant sudangrass or summer grain in late spring.  Growth can be mowed or grazed in summer before seed set, or

Fallow with chemicals during summer and just before planting.

iv.
Method of Seeding

Annual Legumes and Grasses

Band seeding and fertilizing with grain drill.

Drilling with special range drills including no-till drills, or

Broadcast, followed by cultipak roller, harrow, land imprintor, drag or other suitable means to cover the seed.

Perennial Grasses

Drill with a grain drill, or no-till drill, or a special range drill.

Broadcast, covering the seed with a harrow, land imprintor or drag.

v.   Fertilization

Innoculate soil with applicable soil microorganisms if soils have been depleted through mechanical treatments or erosion.  Use a general rule of 5 liters per acre and cover with two inches of soil.

Annual Legumes

Fertilize based on soil test or plant tissue test results whenever needed.

When the soil test shows available phosphorous or sulfur is:

Less than 5 ppm

Use 500 lbs. single superphosphate (100 lbs. P205, 60 lbs. sulfate sulfur).

5-10 ppm

Use 250 lbs. single superphosphate (50 lbs. P205, 30 lbs. sulfate sulfur).

Annual Grasses

If a soil test or plant tissue test is not available, fertilize with 100 pounds of 16-20-0 if soil fertility is depleted or the site is eroded.

Perennial Grasses

Fertilizer is not required during the establishment year, however, when seed is drilled, 15 to 20 pounds of 16-20-0 starter can be banded with the seed to assist the stand to development.

vi.   management and maintenance

Annual Legumes and Grasses

Graze moderately during first winter when field is dry enough. Heavy short term grazing may be used to reduce competition.

Do not graze April 15 to June 1 to allow flowering and seed set.  This period will be earlier in southern counties, and south and west facing slopes.

Graze during the dry season.

Perennial Grasses

Do not graze until the stand is well established.  This may require deferring the grazing more than one growing season.

Control weeds by mowing or with herbicides.
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