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382b - fence, suspension

I.
Scope

The work shall consist of furnishing materials and installing either barbed, smooth, or woven wire, or combinations thereof, and must be constructed to equal or exceed, in strength and durability in accordance with the following specifications:

II.
Types of Fences

A.
4 wire barbed --min. height 42 inches.

B.
Modified 3 wire suspension for short duration grazing.

III.
Suspension Fences

The fences shall be installed as shown by Figure 8 and as specified on the Practice Requirement sheet.

Dimension

Dimension  and quality of all materials used, fence heights and fence construction shall be in accordance with the requirements set forth in Specifications for Standard Fences except as noted in the following item.

Bracing

Bracing shall be required at all corners, gates, definite angles in the line and at prescribed spacing in straight line sections of the fence as described below.  All corner, gate, brace and pull posts shall have an eight-inch diameter top, be imbedded in the ground at least 3 1/2 feet, and extend at least 3" above the top wire.  Suspension fences shall not be constructed on a curve; directional changes in line shall be by definite angles properly braced.

Straight sections

In straight sections of a suspension fence, anchor or pull posts shall be spaced at intervals not to exceed 1,320 feet.  Any straight section of fence more than one-half mile long shall have a minimum of two (2) line anchor or pull post assemblies.  The pull post assemblies should be equally spaced along straight sections.  It is desirable to tie off all wires at stretch panels and start with a new wire on the next 1/4 mile section.

Line posts

When wood line posts are used, they shall have a minimum top diameter of four inches.  Line posts shall be spaced 50 to 100 feet apart not to exceed 100 feet.  Galvanized twisted wire stays shall be spaced approximately 15 feet apart in the line.

All stays should swing free of the ground to permit the fence to sway when contacted by animals.

Any suitable fastener showing good workmanship and allowing the wire to freely contract and expand may be used to secure the wire to the post.  Some examples of acceptable fasteners are small plates of 20 gauge metal cut 1/2 X 1 inch in size and used to fasten wire to post with sixpenny nails, staple secured diagonally but not tight against the wire, etc.

Suspension fences should be constructed with approximately a two-inch sag in the wire between posts to permit maximum sway of the fence.  Temperature changes that might affect this degree of sag should be considered.

iv.
installation

The installation of the fence shall conform to the figures and to the drawings.  All posts shall be placed to the required depth and shall be firmly embedded so that there is less than 1 inch of horizontal movement at the top of post when a horizontal force of 80 lbs is applied.

The completed job shall be workmanlike and present a good appearance.  The installer and other persons will conduct all work in accordance with proper safety procedures.

v.
basis of acceptance

After the fence has been installed, a site inspection will be made to determine if the materials and placement adhered to the specification.

vi.
maintenance

A properly maintained fence is an asset to your property.  This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance.  Some items to be observed and corrected are:

*
tension of wire, broken wires.

*
post alignment, post stability.
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