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2011 Arizona NRCS Noxious and Invasive Species 
   
The following invasive herbaceous species may be controlled using NRCS financial assistance programs to address 
one or more priority resource concerns on all lands except active cropland using the NRCS Herbaceous Weed 
Control practice standard. A benchmark inventory that includes on similarity index rangeland is required to document 
that the herbaceous species component of the plant community is above what would be expected on the ecological 
site.  Based on the Historic Climax Plant Community, or a Desired Plant Community that has been defined in the site 
description, NRCS will specify the post treatment production levels for the target species.  The practice may be 
certified for payment when the NRCS technician has determined that the treatment has, or is expected to be within 
10% (above or below) of the post treatment requirement.  
 
I = Introduced, N = Native, P=prohibited, R=restricted, REG=regulated, XU = cultivated not in US.,  
 
Arizona Listed Noxious Weeds 
Puna grass, Achnatherum brachychaetum , I, P 
Russian knapweed, Acroptilon repens , I, P,R 
Jointed goatgrass, Aegilops cylindrica , I, P,R 
Camelthorn, Alhagi maurorum , I, P,R 
Alligatorweed, Alternanthera philoxeroides , I, P 
Lens podded hoary cress, Cardaria chalapensis , I, P 
Whitetop, globe-podded hoary cress, heartpod 
hoarycress, Cardaria draba , I, P,R 
Hairy whitetop, whitetop hoarycress, Cardaria 
pubescens, I, P 
Plumeless thistle, Carduus acanthoides, I, P 
Southern sandbur, Cenchrus echinatus , N, P,REG 
Field sandbur, coastal sandbur, Cenchrus spinifex, N, 
P,REG 
Purple starthistle, Centaurea calcitrapa, I, P 
Diffuse knapweed, Centaurea diffusa , I, P,R 
Iberian starthistle, Centaurea iberica, I, P 
Yellow starthistle, St. Barnaby's thistle , Centaurea 
solstitialis, I, P,R 
Spotted knapweed, Centaurea stoebe ssp. 
Micranthos , I, R 
Sicilian starthistle, Centaurea sulphurea , I, P 
Squarrose knapweed, Centaurea virgata ssp. 
Squarrosa , I, P 
Rush skeletonweed, Chondrilla juncea , I, P 
Canada thistle, Cirsium arvense, I, P 
Field bindweed, Convolvulus arvensis , I, P,REG 
Coronopus, creeping wartcress, Coronopus 
squamatus , I, P 
Dudaim melon, Queen Anne's melon, Cucumis melo , 
I, P 
Dodder, Cuscuta , N, P,R 
Lightning weed, alfombrilla, Drymaria arenarioides , 
XU, P 
anchored waterhyacinth, Eichhornia azurea , I, P 

floating waterhyacinth, common water hyacinth, 
Eichhornia crassipes, I, REG,R,P 
Quackgrass, Elymus repens , I, R 
leafy spurge, Euphorbia esula, I, P 
Sweet resinbush, Euryops multifidus , I, R 
Halogeton, Halogeton glomeratus , I, P,R 
Texas blueweed, Texas blueweed sunflower, 
Helianthus ciliaris , N, P,R 
Florida-elodea, hydrilla, Hydrilla verticillata , I, P 
Morning glory, Ipomoea (except Mexican bush -
morning glory & morning glory tree), P 
Three-lobed morning glory, littlebell morning glory, 
Ipomoea triloba , N, P,R 
Dyers woad, Isatis tinctoria, I, P 
Dalmatian toadflax, Linaria dalmatica  ssp. dalmatica, 
I, R 
Purple loosestrife, Lythrum salicaria, I, P 
Burclover, Medicago polymorpha, I, P,REG 
Serrated tussock, Nassella trichotoma, XU, P 
Scotch thistle, Onopordum acanthium , I, P,R 
Branched broomrape, Orobanche ramosa , I, P 
Torpedo grass, Panicum repens , I, P 
African rue, Syrian rue, Peganum harmala , I, P 
Buffelgrass, Pennisetum ciliare , I, P,REG 
Common purslane, Portulaca oleracea , I, P,REG 
Austrian fieldcress, Rorippa austriaca, I, P 
Giant salvinia, Salvinia molesta, I, P,REG 
Tansy ragwort, Senecio jacobaea, I, P 
Carolina horsenettle, Carolina nightshade, Solanum 
carolinense , N, P 
Tropical soda apple, Solanum viarum , I, P 
Perennial sowthistle, Sonchus arvensis , I, P 
Witchweed, Striga , , P 
Water-chestnut, Trapa natans., I, P 
Puncturevine, Tribulus terrestris , I, P,REG 
 

 
Arizona NRCS Approved Invasive Weeds 
(2011 additions in bold) 
 
Whorled Milkweed, Asclepias fasicularis, N 
Onionweed, Asphodelus fistulosus, I 
Musk thistle, Nodding thistle, Carduus nutans, I 
Malta starthistle, Centaurea melitensis , I 
Bull thistle, Cirsium vulgare , I 
Perennial pepperweed, Lepidium latifolium , I 
Fountain grass, Pennisetum setaceum, I 

Silverleaf nightshade, Solanum elaeagnifolium, N 
Johnson grass, Sorghum halepense, I 
Spiny cocklebur, Xanthium spinosum , I 
Cocklebur, Xanthium strumarium, N 
Medusa head, Taeniatherum Nevski, I 
Blessed milk thistle, Silybum marianum, I 
Giant Reed, Arundo donax, I 

 



 

 

Arizona NRCS Invasive Woody Species 
 
The following invasive woody species may be controlled using NRCS financial assistance programs to address one 
or more identified resource concerns on all lands except active cropland using the NRCS Brush Management 
practice standard. A benchmark inventory that includes on similarity index and range health evaluation is required to 
document the existing woody species production and associated resource problems.  Based on the Historic Climax 
Plant Community, or a Desired Plant Community that has been defined in the site description, NRCS will prescribe 
the post treatment plants per acre for the targeted species on the site.   
 
To determine the number of plants per acre to remove, an average plant size will be used as a weight unit to 
determine the average number of plants per acre before and after treatment.  The average number of existing and 
post treatment plants per acre will be determined from one representative inventory location per 2000 acres. The 
practice may be certified for payment when the NRCS technician has determined that the treatment has, or is 
reasonably expected to be within 20% (above or below) of the post treatment average plants per acre required in the 
specification.  
 
 
 
 (2011 additions in bold) 
 
Catclaw Acacia, Acacia greggii, N 
Whitethorn Acacia, Acacia constricta , N 
Desert Broom, Baccharis sarothroides, N 
Cholla species, Cylindropuntia spp., N 
Yellow nutsedge / Purple nutsedge, Cyperus 
escalentus / C. rotundus, I 
Russian Olive, Elaeagnus angustifolia , I 
Rubber Rabbitbrush, Ericameria nauseosa, N 
Tarbush, Flourensia cernua, N 
Broom Snakeweed, Gutierrezia sarothrae, N 
Burroweed, Isocoma tenuisecta, N 

Juniper sp., Juniperus ostersperma, J scopulorum, J. 
monosperma, J. deppeana, N 
Creosote bush, Larrea tridentata, N 
Wait-A-Bit, Mimosa aculeaticarpa var. biuncifera, N 
Sandpaper bush, Petalonyx thurberi, N 
Mesquite, Prosopis sp. (P velutina. P. glandulosa var. 
torreyana), N 
Mediterranean sage, Salvia aethiopis , I 
Tamarisk/salt cedar species, Tamarisx spp. (T. 
chinensis, parviflora, ramosissima), I 
Tree of Heaven, Ailanthus altissima, I 
piñon, Pinus edulis, N 

 


