Contour Buffer Strips
Conservation Practice Job Sheet             Maine 332
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 Definition

Narrow strips of permanent, herbaceous vegetative cover (grasses or a grass/legume mix) established around the hill slope, and alternated down the slope with wider cropped strips that are farmed on the contour.
Where used 
Contour buffer strips are used on cropland subject to sheet and rill erosion. They are most suitable on uniform slopes ranging from 4 to 8 percent. These narrow strips of permanent vegetation are not part of the normal crop rotation. Contour buffer strips are also an excellent filter for runoff and will help improve surface water quality. Buffer strips may also provide food and nesting cover for wildlife.

Operation and Maintenance 
Conduct all farming operations parallel to the strip boundaries except on headlands or end rows with gradients less than the criteria set forth in this standard.

Time mowing of buffer strips to maintain appropriate vegetative density and height for optimum trapping of sediment from the upslope cropped strip during the critical erosion period(s).

Fertilize buffer strips as needed to maintain stand density.

Mow sod turn strips and waterways at least once a year. When possible, consider wildlife needs. delay mowing until after nesting periods (generally Aug. 1). 

Spot seed or totally renovate buffer strip systems damaged by herbicide application after residual action of the herbicide is complete.

Redistribute sediment that accumulates along the upslope edge of the buffer strip/crop strip interface as needed.  This sediment shall be spread evenly upslope over the cultivated strip when needed to maintain uniform sheet flow along the buffer/cropped strip boundary.  

If sediment accumulates just below the upslope edge of the buffer strip to a depth of 6 inches or more, or stem density falls below specified amounts in the buffer strip, relocate the buffer/cropped strip interface location.  
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Landowner_________________________ Tract/Field____________________
Planner:____________________________ Date:
	Purpose (check all that apply)

	· Reduce sheet and rill erosion
	· Reduce transport of sediment and other water-borne contaminants downslope, on-site or off-site

	· Increase water infiltration
	· 


	Layout
	Strip 1
	Strip 2
	Strip 3
	Strip 4
	Strip 5
	Strip 6

	Cultivated strip width (feet)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Buffer strip width (feet)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Buffer strip length (feet)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Area in buffer strip (acres)


	
	
	
	
	
	


	Slope and Length Used for Planning
	

	Max. Allowable Row Grade
	

	Planned Avg. Row Grade
	


SEEDING DATES:  Perform seeding only during the following time periods, in accordance with Maine

NRCS guidelines: http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/ME/ME512SpecGuide.pdf
	Spring - seed from____________ to _____________
     Fall - seed from____________ to _____________



SEED MIXTURE AND RATE: Seed with the following mixture (rates are based on Pure Live Seed (pls) basis): 

______lbs. of _________________________________/ac
________lbs. of__________________________________/ac
______lbs. of__________________________________/ac
______lbs. of__________________________________/ac
______lbs. of__________________________________/ac
Total rate of mix:__________lbs/ac
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Total mix needed for this seeding:_________lbs
Inoculant is needed for legumes – treat legume seed with appropriate strain of fresh Rhizobia inoculant shortly before planting.
FERTILITY: Apply lime and fertilizer as needed, according to Soils Test recommendations.
PLANTING:  Prepare a firm seedbed.  Plant seed ¼ to ½ inch deep.  If needed, refer to Pasture and Hayland Planting (512).
	Additional Specifications and Notes:



	

	

	

	

	

	


CHECK OUT:

Date Completed:______________________________                    
Remarks:_____________________________________________________________

Checked by:________________________________ Date:_____________________

Approved by:________________________________ Date:_____________________
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Conservation Plan Map
Showing location of practice, contour marker(s), layout of contours, and location of stable outlets (as applicable)
	


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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