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Field Office Conservation System Guide (CSG)
-- ADD / EDIT CSG REQUEST FORM –
Version 4 (June 22, 2006)
This form is designed to assist NRCS  District Conservationists and other Field Staff who do not have access (permissions in the CSG computer system) to enter Conservation Systems and Systems Guides directly online.  This form is intended to help you create the Conservation System Guides and Systems you need, by helping you located and provide the information to the CSG data entry person (designated Area or State Office staff).  References lists are mentioned to help you make choices in the form, and provide the web site location where you can view or print a copy of the lists.
FIND CSGs EXAMPLES and CREATE REPORTS:  
A list of existing guides for your area (CRA) or for the Land Use, or System practices you are currently using are available online at my.NRCS (http://my.nrcs.usda.gov)on the Technology or Field Tools tabs.   Open the   Conservation System Guides link, choose CSG Production.  From the Field Tools page tab you go directly into the CSG Production page where you can click on the Reports menu item where you can enter search criteria to run various lists of your current CSGs.  
From my.NRCS (http://my.nrcs.usda.gov), click on the Field Tools or Technology Tab, and select Conservation System Guides (CSG) Production.  This will take you to the CSG Website.  From here, click on the REPORTS option.  Ideally you should be able to find a Conservation Guide or System that is at least “close” to what you need.  To refine your search you may enter such criteria as:

· Status (Active, Draft, Inactive, Retired)

· State

· CRA

· Land Use

· Resource Category

· Resource Concern

· System Type

· County

· System Type
(Please Note:  On the Technology page tab you can also choose to enter the CSG Training section where you can see the data entry screens and view some “sample” guides, but please note these are NOT the active Conservation System Guides.  However, you can create new CSGs and Conservation Systems here to print out and send to your AC for review and eventual data entry.)
TO EDIT or COPY a CSG:


If you are editing an Existing CSG – Work from a Screen or Print Copy of the Conservation Systems you wish to update to fill in the form.  If you work from a PRINT copy feel free to write in the changes on the print copy, while crossing out the old values on Print Versions of each page to send to your Area Conservationist.  See Screen Shot examples of what to print below.

TO CREATE A NEW CSG:


If you wish to Create a NEW CSG, ideally work from an existing CSG or Conservation System that is close to what you want.  Again print the existing system and mark the changes you would like to see.  Use the same Screenshot examples, plus the blank “New CSG” to provide CRA, Land Use, Name and Description information.

CSG Field Office ADD/EDIT Request and Approval Form:
This form and screen shots below follow the sequence of data entry fields of the online CSG Data Entry page.  You are being asked to write (or type) in your responses for Review and Approval by your Local or Area Resource Conservationist, and then data entry by Area or State Office staff.
If you have any notes or information you’d like to convey to the person who will be entering your text, there is a place to write Notes for Data Entry at the bottom of this page.  If the text applies to more than one CRA, please make a note of it in the space for Notes for Data Entry.

	Date:
	

	Name:
	

	Field Office:
	

	Contact Number:
	

	County (Counties):
	

	 
	

	Area #:
	

	Area Conservationist:
	

	AC Phone Number:
	

	
	

	Edit    |   Create   CSG:

(circle one, fill in code)
	


Final Steps for Entry into CSG Database:

_______________________Date______ Reviewed by Local or Area Resource Conservationist

_______________________Date______ Reviewed by Appropriate State Office Technical Specialist

Data Entry By       __________________________ On date:_________________________

Robyn Myers, Resource Conservationist for CSGs and FOTG

Resource Technology Staff  - NRCS State Office, 439 G St., Davis, California  95616-4164
Phone:  (530) 792-5669   Fax:  (530) 792-5793, Email: robyn.myers@ca.usda.gov
NOTES FOR DATA ENTRY

(Such as Guidesheet Name/Number you used to work from:)
CREATE CSG CODE: 
When entered on the CSG site, the code is automatically generated by your responses.   The resulting CSG Code will be:  CA-CRA#-LU-your_description, for example: CA 4B.1-PA-IrrPasHa, which stands for California CRA 4B.1 (Coastal Redwood Belt – Crescent City Plain) Pasture – Irrigated Pasture Hayland.

Attached to this document is an additional word document list of the CRAs for California to use as a reference.  Maps for the CRAs for your Area and Field Offices were made and delivered to the field by the NRCS State Office staff back in 2004.  

Data Entry Form:



Circle or fill in blanks.
	Select a State:   (circle one)
	CA

	
	NV

	Enter a CRA:  (from the CRA List)
	

	Enter a Land Use: (circle one)
	Crop (CR)
Forest (FR)
Grazed Forest (GF)
Grazed Range (GR)
Hay (HA)
Headquarters (HQ)
Mined (MN)
Native/Naturalized Pasture (NP)
Natural Area (NA)
Pasture (PA)
Recreation (RC)
Urban (UR)
Water (WA)
Watershed Protection (WP)
Wildlife (WL)

	Descriptive Name: (give the local area name, the primary land se(s) and other brief descriptive information)   Limit of 48 characters.
	

	Add an Identifier: (a unique and brief descriptive alpha/numeric identifier based on the descriptive name created above.  Limit of 8 characters.
	

	Create/Copy a Baseline Description: (create your own, use the existing Guide Sheet, or print one from the CSG website.)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


ADD A MEASURABLE RESOURCE CONCERN
Use this list as reference for the MEASURABLE Resource Concern choices for the Data Entry Form below.
	Resource Consideration:
	Air Quality


	- Ammonia (Nh3)
- Excessive Ozone
- Particulate Matter <10 Micrometers
- Particulate Matter <2.5 Micrometers

	
	Plant Condition
	- Wildfire Hazard

	
	Soil Condition


	- Contaminants – Salts And Other Chemicals

- Contaminants – Animal Waste & Other Organics – K

- Contaminants – Animal Waste & Other Organics – N

- Contaminants – Animal Waste & Other Organics – P

- Contaminants – Commercial Fertilizer – K

- Contaminants – Commercial Fertilizer – N

- Contaminants – Commercial Fertilizer – P

- Damage From Sediment Deposition

- Organic Matter Depletion

- Rangeland Site Stability

- Subsidence

	
	Soil Erosion
	- Wind Erosion 
- Sheet And Rill 
- Ephemeral Gully
- Irrigation Induced
- Mass Movement
- Road, Road Sides And Construction Sites
- Shoreline

- Stream Bank

	
	Water Quality


	- Excessive Salinity In Groundwater
- Excessive Salinity In Surface Water

	
	Water Quantity
	- Inefficient Water Use On Irrigated Land
- Aquifer Overdraft
- Excess Seepage
- Inefficient Water Use On Non-Irrigated Land
- Rangeland Hydrologic Cycle
- Reduced Capacity Of Conveyance By Sediment Deposition
- Reduced Storage Of Water Bodies By Sediment Accumulation


Measurable Resource Concern Baseline Conditions
The only Resource Concerns currently being tracked by National at this time are Erosion – Sheet/Rill, Erosion Wind, and Water Quantity – Inefficient Water Use on Irrigated Lands.  There are other Measurable Concerns that you may wish to track, and those too may be added.   Please enter the measurable values for those appropriate to the Guide you are creating in the value stated. 
Enter Baseline conditions for each Measurable Resource Concern based on past guide sheets or other information.

Enter Threshold values for each Measurable Resource Concern based on past guide sheets or other information.  The Erosion threshold values have been set nationally at 5 Tons per Acre per Year.  Please enter the Water Quantity value as the System Effect value (see page 6 below).
Data Entry Form

Circle or fill in the blanks. 





Enter as many as necessary.  Use back of page if more space is needed.

	Resource Concern
	Resource Concern
	Baseline Condition
	Threshold Value:

	Erosion – 
	Sheet/Rill (T/A/Y)
	
	5

	Erosion – 
	Wind (T/A/Y)
	
	5

	Water Quantity – 
	Inefficient Water Use on Irrigated Land (acre-inches) 
	
	(Equals System Effect)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Status:  (circle one)   ACTIVE             DRAFT            INACTIVE
ADD A NON-MEASURABLE RESOURCE CONCERN
Use this list as reference for the NON-MEASURABLE Resource Concern choices for the Data Entry Form below.

	Resource Consideration:
	Air Quality


	- Adverse Air Temperature
- Chemical Drift
- Excessive Greenhouse Gas – Ch4 (Methane)
- Excessive Greenhouse Gas – Co2 (Carbon Dioxide)
- Excessive Greenhouse Gas – N2o (Nitrous Oxide)
- Objectionable Odors
- Reduced Visibility
- Undesirable Air Movement

	
	Domestic Animals
	- Inadequate Quantities & Quality Of Feed & Forage

- Inadequate Shelter

- Inadequate Stock Water

- Stress And Mortality

	
	Fish and Wildlife
	- Declining Species, Species Of Concern

- Habitat Fragmentation

- Imbalance Among And Within Populations

- Inadequate Cover/Shelter

- Inadequate Food

- Inadequate Space

- Inadequate Water

- Threatened And Endangered Fish & Wildlife Species

	
	Plant Condition
	- Declining Species, Species Of Concern
- Forage Quality And Palatability

- Noxious And Invasive Plants

- Plants Not Adapted Or Suited
- Productivity, Health And Vigor

- Threatened And Endangered Plant Species

	
	Soil Condition


	- Compaction
- Contaminants – Residual Pesticides

	
	Water Quality


	- Excessive Nutrients And Organics In Groundwater
- Excessive Suspended Sediment & Turbidity In Surface Water

- Harmful Levels Of Heavy Metals In Groundwater

- Harmful Levels Of Heavy Metals In Surface Water
- Harmful Levels Of Pathogens In Groundwater

- Harmful Levels Of Pathogens In Surface Water
- Harmful Levels Of Pesticides In Groundwater

- Harmful Levels Of Pesticides In Surface Water

- Harmful Temperatures Of Surface Water

	
	Water Quantity
	-  Drifted Snow
- Excessive Runoff, Flooding, Or Ponding
- Excessive Subsurface Water
- Inadequate Outlets
- Insufficient Flows In Water Courses


Measurable Resource Concern Baseline Conditions

The only Resource Concerns currently being tracked by National at this time are Erosion – Sheet/Rill, Erosion Wind, and Water Quantity – Inefficient Water Use on Irrigated Lands.  There are other Measurable Concerns that you may wish to track, and those too may be added.   Please enter the measurable values for those appropriate to the Guide you are creating in the value stated. 
Enter Baseline conditions for each Measurable Resource Concern based on past guide sheets or other information.

Enter Threshold values for each Measurable Resource Concern based on past guide sheets or other information.  The Erosion threshold values have been set nationally at 5 Tons per Acre per Year.  Please enter the Water Quantity value as the System Effect value (see page 6 below).
Data Entry Form

Circle or fill in the blanks. 





Enter as many as necessary.  Use back of page if more space is needed.

	Resource Concern
	Resource Concern
	Baseline Condition
	Threshold Value:

	Erosion – 
	Sheet/Rill (T/A/Y)
	
	5

	Erosion – 
	Wind (T/A/Y)
	
	5

	Water Quantity – 
	Inefficient Water Use on Irrigated Land (acre-inches) 
	
	(Equals System Effect)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Status:  (circle one)   ACTIVE             DRAFT            INACTIVE

ADD A CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
Build MSA Code:

	Choose a System Type: (circle one)


	    R:  RMS

    P:  Progressive



	Label:
	

	Name:
	


Status: (circle one)  ACTIVE         
DRAFT
 
INACTIVE
Conservation Systems can be COPIED from other existing systems based on other Guides.  Refer to online GUIDES and SYSTEMS for the data entry person to refer to when filling out the online form:

Please Copy These Systems:
	Guides (enter Guide Code)
	Systems (enter System Codes)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


NEW CONSERVATION SYSTEM:
Build MSA Code:

	Choose a System Type: (circle one)


	    R:  RMS

    P:  Progressive



	Label:
	

	Name:
	


Status: (circle one)  ACTIVE         
DRAFT
 
INACTIVE
Primary Resource Concern:

	Consideration:
	

	Resource Concern:
	


Program/Compliance System Level:  (Check one)

	ACS – Alternative Conservation System
	

	Basic Conservation System
	


Conservation System Description: (May be based on past system guide sheets, an existing system, or on other local information)

	


System Effects and Impacts: 
Each Resource Concern must be listed, with measurable amounts entered in the boxes below each one.  If more space is needed please use the back of this page.
	Resource Concern:
	
	
	
	
	

	Baseline Condition:
	
	
	
	
	

	System Effect:
	
	
	
	
	

	System Impact:
	
	
	
	
	


Add Practices:

For each Resource Concern listed, the percent of impact  and impact values must be entered.
	Resource Concerns >
	
	
	
	
	

	Practice
	% of System Impact
	Impact
	% of System Impact
	Impact
	% of System Impact
	Impact
	% of System Impact
	Impact
	% of System Impact
	Impact

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


EXAMPLE COPY AN EXISTING GUIDE to COPY:
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Example of Existing CSG – COPY - PAGE 1
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Example of Existing Conservation Management System – COPY - Page 2  
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Example of BLANK – “NEW” CSG Add a Guide Information
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