528E-2
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
CONSERVATION PRACTICE SPECIFICATION

PRESCRIBED GRAZING – WOODLANDS/FORESTLAND
(Ac)
528E
528E-1
                                
NRCS, CA
October 2012

I. SCOPE

The work shall consist of controlling grazing fencing or herding, so that each grazing unit will receive alternate periods of grazing and rest.

II. AREAS AND TIME

The areas to be grazed shall be shown on the plans and, the time periods for grazing and resting are shown on the Practice Requirement sheet, or
grazing calendar.

III. GRAZING OPERATIONS

The grazing area shall be divided into two or more grazing units unless other arrangements provide for periodic deferment of grazing.

Each grazing unit that is grazed during the growing season shall have a different period of use the following year.

Rotation of grazing among grazing units will be based on plant developments and degree of use, or mulch levels and not on calendar dates.

Salting should be used as a means to get more even livestock distribution. Salt and other supplements should be placed in areas not readily used by livestock.

Grazing when soils are wet should be avoided when possible, especially with finer textured soils.

Livestock grazing use not to exceed the RDM or utilization standard recommendation for the site. Livestock grazing time and intensity should be designed to promote desired composition and density of plants.

Chaparral: After prescribed burning, do not graze with livestock until late spring. After the first growing season, livestock can be managed to keep browse species within reach of wildlife, and to promote the desired composition and density of plants.

Oak Woodlands: Timing of livestock use will be focused on recruitment of oak seedlings, especially in blue oak or valley oak plant communities.  Rest should be provided during the grass dormant season so livestock don’t browse green oak leaves and shoots. 

Forestland: Livestock grazing will be used to reduce fuel levels and fine fuels that, if left ungrazed would provide ladder fuels for wildfires. Grazing intensity will maintain needed RDM levels on annual grasslands and required stubble heights for perennial grasses for maintenance of rangeland health.    

IV. ANNUAL RANGELANDS GRAZING OPERATIONS

Adequate mulch will be left on the land for erosion control and sustained forage production.  Research shows the need for mulch to shield the mineral soil from sheet and rill erosion.  It also shows the relationship between mulch/residual dry matter and germination of desirable annual forage species.

The amounts of mulch left will be a minimum of 800 pounds air dry weight per acre on sites having slopes less than 30 percent; and 1000 pounds air dry weight per acre on sites having slopes greater than 30 percent. Greater levels of mulch may be needed in extreme situations depending on soil surface conditions.

On sites producing 1000 pounds or less per acre or during dry years leave 50 percent of the current year's growth as mulch.

Mulch will be measured just prior to the beginning of the rainy season. Normally this will be about November 1.

Tabular RDM guidelines from the University of California Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR) publication #8092 should be used.  Residual dry matter from unpalatable weeds and summer annuals such as tarweed are not counted since they are usually not consumed by grazing livestock.

V. PERENNIAL RANGELANDS GRAZING OPERATIONS

Not more than 50 percent of the current year's growth of the designated key species when grazed during the growing season.

Not more than 80 percent of the current year's growth of the designated key species when grazed during the dormant season.

Not more than 65 percent of the current year's growth of the designated key browse species, based upon twigs only.

At least one key grazing area and a one or two key species for each pasture area will be designated.

The key species will be selected based on the management objective of the landowner or operator, as recorded in the Conservation Assistance Notes and in the Conservation Plan if one is prepared for the landowner or operator.


The key grazing areas and the key species in that area will be used to judge the utilization percentage in a pasture.

The utilization percentage determination will be made at or near the end of the grazing season. This will never be later than the beginning of the new growing season.

VI. SUPPORTING PRACTICES

When fences are specified, the fences will be installed as specified by Practice Specification 382-Fence. Temporary or moveable fencing may also contribute to ease of livestock control.

VII. OTHER REQUIREMENTS

The owner, operator, or other persons shall conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of equipment and operations being performed with due regard for the safety of all persons and property
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