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Where USDA cost share programs are used to pay for performance of this practice the following are required:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  CPA-52 “Environmental Effects for Conservation Plans” 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Section 106 Form (Cultural Resources) (if entering site with heavy equipment) 
Additional Practices / Requirements
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Forest Slash Treatment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Tree/Shrub Site Preparation (490)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Tree/Shrub Planting (612)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Unit and tree marking 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Prescribed Burning (338)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: (please specify)       

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Map
	


Landowner Objective / Purpose (select all that apply)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Increase the quantity and quality of forest products by manipulating stand density and structure.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Harvest forest products (including an objective for renewable energy production). 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Initiate forest stand regeneration.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Reduce wildfire hazard.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Improve forest health reducing the potential of damage from pests and moisture stress.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Restore natural plant communities.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Achieve a desired understory plant community for special forest products, grazing and browsing.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Improve aesthetic, recreation, and open space values.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Improve wildlife habitat.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Alter water yield.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Increase carbon storage in selected trees.

Forest Cover Type
 FORMDROPDOWN 
           (or select species present)
  FORMCHECKBOX 
  piñon   FORMCHECKBOX 
  juniper  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ponderosa  FORMCHECKBOX 
 douglas-fir  FORMCHECKBOX 
englemann or blue spruce  FORMCHECKBOX 
white fir 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 subalpine or corkbark fir  FORMCHECKBOX 
  aspen   FORMCHECKBOX 
 cottonwood   FORMCHECKBOX 
 oak – gambel or wavyleaf  FORMCHECKBOX 
 oak – shrub
Name of Treatment
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Existing Conditions
Field inventory points must be taken (at least 3), unless stand data has already been recorded in a stewardship or forest management plan.  Use back page for field data collection, and NRCS Job Sheet - Inventory to calculate data.  Finally, fill in the Stand Conditions Table in this Planning Job Sheet B.

The current stand is  FORMDROPDOWN 
   and the average basal area is     square feet per acre (     trees per acre).  The average stand diameter is     inches.       acres within the project area is on 15% or greater slope.  
Treatment Objectives
Using the purposes selected above, build a prescription addressing the primary purpose while considering other objectives. Fill in Table 1 with current stand condition. Find historical range data in 666 Job Sheet A. Select a target based on current conditions and landowner objectives. To fill in the “remove” column subtract the target ranges from the current conditions. The inspector (State Forestry personnel, their representative, or qualified NRCS personnel) will check the boxes and sign below after project completion.
	(Table 1)
	Current Conditions
	Historical Range
	Target
	Remove
	Final
	Checkout

	BA (sq ft)
	   
	   -   
	   -   
	   -   
	   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	TPA
	    
	   -   
	   -   
	    -    
	    
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Avg Diam.
	   inches
	----------
	  + inches
	-----------
	   inches
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Inspector Signature
	
	Date: Click here to enter a date.   


Sample language: 
To meet the primary objective of reducing fire hazard, the treatment area requires a heavy thinning to remove 70 square feet of basal area (approximately 300-600 trees per acre of 4-6” trees). The target basal area is 70 square feet per acre. This is relatively high for fire hazard reduction treatments, but justified by the high current density and the impact on the residual stand of removing more than 50% of the stems. The canopies of residual trees should not touch in order to reduce the potential for crown fires. Tree pruning is not suggested as it does not sufficiently reduce fire hazard in comparison with total tree removal. The thinning concentrates on ladder fuels and the large quantity of small trees. However, to meet a secondary objective of improving wildlife habitat, a diversity of tree species in a diversity of size and age classes should be kept to the extent possible.  Cover and feed requirements for the target species – elk – should be considered.
Implementation Guide
	Optional Marking Guide

	1-6 inches
	Remove    of    trees 

	6-12 inches
	Remove    of    trees

	13-20 inches
	Remove    of    trees


Insert site-specific guidance for the landowner here that clarifies and enhances the treatment objective described above. You may choose to keep or remove the boilerplate language. 
Tree Removal Guidance:
In any thinning, remove trees that are dead, dying, suppressed, poorly formed (have crooked stems, low forks or broken tops), diseased, damaged or that have insects.  Leave healthier, sound, and higher quality trees to maximize the future economic and 

 FORMTEXT 
regenerative potential of the stand. Under no circumstances should one fork or individual stems be removed on a multi-stemmed tree. Consider installing a fuel break if there are structures or high value timber stands in need of protection from advancing

 FORMTEXT 
crown fires. Treat any invasive weeds according to Pest Management (595) to prevent their spread. 
Slash Treatment Guidance:
Slash will be treated according to the Forest Slash Treatment (384) standards, specs, and job sheets. Wherever possible it should be utilized to control erosion or provide wildlife habitat. Chips will be no deeper than 2 inches, lop and scatter < 3 feet.
Wildlife Guidance:
For wildlife considerations, use the Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guides and practice standards such as Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645). 

 FORMTEXT 
It is recommended that larger material that is not to be utilized be contour felled on slopes to reduce erosion potential. Roost trees or live trees with cavities should be retained where possible. Snags, especially those 16 inches or greater, if availalbe, may be left at a rate of 1-5 per acre.  Snags with perpendicular braches 30 feet off the ground provide turkey roosts.
Special Considerations Within the Unit   (i.e. Streamside Management Areas to be marked and avoided, species to concentrate treatment on, additional guidance for landowner or contractors.)
     
Directions to the Unit

     
Additional Treatments or Information
     
This practice is designed and planned according to NRCS NM Standards and Specifications.  This job sheet has been reviewed and the planned practice application is agreed to.

Signatures
Plan completed by:______________________________________________     Date:  Click here to enter a date.
Plan approved by (State Forestry): __________________________________    Date:  Click here to enter a date.
Plan approved by (DC): ___________________________________________     Date: Click here to enter a date.
Landowner:____________________________________________________      Date: Click here to enter a date.
	STAND CONDITIONS

	
	Existing / Planned2
	Planned / Applied2

	
	Comp

%
	Site

Index
	Age
Range
	Trees
/Ac
	Avg
dbh1
	Avg Height
	Basal Area
(sq ft)
	Comp

%
	Age
Range
	Avg.
Spacing

(feet)
	Trees
/Ac
	Avg
dbh1
	Basal Area (sq ft)

	

	Forest Stand Structure 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
1-story   FORMCHECKBOX 
2-story  FORMCHECKBOX 
3-story
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
1-story   FORMCHECKBOX 
2-story   FORMCHECKBOX 
3-story

	Main Story Tree Species

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	  
	   
	   
	     
	  
	  
	   
	  
	   
	  
	     
	  
	   

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	  
	   
	   
	     
	  
	  
	   
	  
	   
	  
	     
	  
	   

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	  
	   
	   
	     
	  
	  
	   
	  
	   
	  
	     
	  
	   

	Secondary Story Species

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	  
	   
	   
	     
	  
	  
	   
	  
	   
	  
	     
	  
	   

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	  
	   
	   
	     
	  
	  
	   
	  
	   
	  
	     
	  
	   

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	  
	   
	   
	     
	  
	  
	   
	  
	   
	  
	     
	  
	   

	Third/Other Story Species

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	  
	   
	   
	     
	  
	  
	   
	  
	   
	  
	     
	  
	   

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	  
	   
	   
	     
	  
	  
	   
	  
	   
	  
	     
	  
	   

	Understory Species 

(list in order of abundance)


	     
	     

	Additional Description of Planned Conditions (e.g., regeneration system details):

     


	1dbh = diameter-at-breast-height (4.5 feet above the ground)
2Planned/Applied = This table can be used for writing a prescription using Existing ( Planned and then used as a check-off sheet when using Planned ( Applied
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POINT SAMPLING TALLY SHEET

DIAMETER CLASS CRUISING

LANDOWNER:

DATE:

ADDRESS:

FOREST TYPE:

TRACT ACRES

BA Factor ____

Pl.

#

Sp. 

Code

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32+

<4.5'

1

TOTAL

X EXP 

FACT

617

46.1

11.5

5.1

2.87

1.84

1.27

0.94

0.72

0.57

0.46

0.4

0.32

0.3

0.2

0.2

0.2

300

X BAF

÷

 No Pts

= Trees/AC

SPECIES Codes

PP

AS

aspen

PI

piñon

SP

spruces

AJ

alligator juni

GO

gambel oak

DF

WF

white fir

CB

subalpine or corkbark

RMJ

Rky Mtn Juni

OSJ

one-seed juni

SO

shrub oak

SF-11

TRACT 

DIAMETER CLASS (INCHES)

6.8' FIXED 

PLOT

SAPLINGS





Douglas fir

SAWTIMBER

POLETIMBER







avg 

ht

avg 

ht









avg 

ht



ponderosa 












Note that 2-inch Diameter Classes are as follows:  2” = 1”-2.99”, 4” = 3”-4.99”, 6” = 5”-6.99”, 8” = 7”-8.99”, etc. 
NRCS, NM

March, 2010
NRCS, NM

March, 2010

