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Herbaceous Weed Control
-Controlling Undesirable Species To Improve Wildlife Habitat 
Conservation Practice Job Sheet
315A
Participant Name      
INFORMATION ON THIS JOB SHEET IS CONSIDERED TO BE PART OF THE CONTRACT AND/OR CONSERVATION PLAN. 
Purpose
This job sheet will be followed to control undesirable species to allow for regeneration of beneficial wildlife plants as part of a conservation plan.

Conditions Where Practice Applies

This practice applies on landscapes where natural regeneration of beneficial wildlife plants can be accomplished by controlling undesirable plant species.   Undesirable species include but are not limited to: sericea lespedeza, fescue, reed canary grass, Bermuda grass, crown or hairy vetch, smooth brome, Japanese honeysuckle, and sweet clover.  Undesirable woody species small enough to treat with mowing and/or foliar broadcast herbicide applications may also be treated under this practice.  

Practice Specifications 
This practice includes a mowing and one or two herbicide applications as needed.  Follow Table 1 and 2 for site specific treatment recommendations.  
Several steps are required to get successful control when using herbicide. The first step to successful control is to mow the area in late summer for a fall herbicide burn down or in late fall or early spring for a spring 
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herbicide burn down. If possible after mowing and prior to herbicide application, remove the hay to allow for better herbicide contact with vegetation. (Hay removal is not allowed if the area is currently under a CRP contract.)  Herbicide should be applied when targeted vegetation is actively growing and has at least 6 inches of regrowth after mowing.  
Prescribed burning is also a viable option for reducing vegetation to ensure good herbicide contact with targeted species. Prescribed burning must be done according to a detailed written burn plan from KDFWR, The Nature Conservancy, or a qualified Technical Service Provider. 

If planned, a second herbicide application should be completed. This application should occur after the remaining targeted vegetation is actively growing and has at least 6 inches of regrowth after the initial herbicide application. 
A second herbicide application is required for dense fescue and sericea lespedeza and other areas where competition may not be controlled by one herbicide application. Table 1 provides some options for controlling some undesirable species. 

Treatment Timing

Herbicide treatment timing is very important to the success of this practice.  Herbicides must be applied when the targeted vegetation is actively growing.  Timing may be used to target an undesirable species in a stand that includes desirable species.  An example of this would be to use a broad spectrum herbicide to treat fescue in early spring when desirable warm season vegetation is still dormant.  Be sure and follow the timelines provided in Table 1 and 2 to ensure successful implementation of this practice.
Operation and Maintenance
Multiple treatments may be necessary to eradicate a population from an area.  Scout fields annually and spot treat undesirable plants as they are identified.

In order to maintain quality earlier successional habitat stages resulting from undesirable species control, some type of maintenance practice will be necessary to periodically setback succession.  Prescribed burning, strip disking, strip mowing, or other selective herbicide applications should be used in conjunction with this practice to maintain quality early successional habitat. 
Evaluate habitat conditions on a regular basis in order to adapt the conservation plan and schedule of implementation.

If Controlling Undesirable Species is being completed under a program, the participant must also follow management requirements as outlined in the program specific Job Sheet.

Table 1.  This table contains some options for controlling certain undesirable vegetation with burn down herbicides*.   Other species including the ones outlined below may be treated with other herbicide products according to label recommendation.  See Table 2 which includes specific recommendations for this conservation plan. 
	Option
	Current

Condition


	Timing
	Method


	1 


	Fescue mixed with beneficial imazapic tolerant plants  
	Fall

(Sept/Oct)

Or

Spring (April/June)
	Apply after at least 6” of regrowth and when targeted plants are actively growing.
Herbicide Rate:  2.8 ounces of imazapic active ingredient per acre.  Adjuvants should be added to the mixture according to label recommendations.

 

	2

	Fescue with beneficial broadleaf plants present
	Fall
(Sept/Oct)
Or
Spring (April/June)
	Apply after at least 6” of regrowth and when targeted plants are actively growing.
Fall or Spring Herbicide Application Rate: 2.1 – 4.2 ounces of clethodim active ingredient per acre.* Adjuvants should be added to the mixture according to label recommendations.


	3

	Dense fescue with beneficial warm season plants present
	Late March

or

Early April Before Desirable Vegetation Emergence
	Apply after at least 6” of regrowth and when targeted plants are actively growing. 

Fall or Spring Herbicide Application Rate: 23.4 – 31.2 ounces of glyphosate active ingredient per acre.* Adjuvants should be added to the mixture according to label recommendations.


	4

	Sericea Lespedeza
	(Spring Through Summer)
	Apply after 12-15” of regrowth in late spring or early summer and when actively growing..

Spring/Early Summer Herbicide Application Rate: Tank Mix 6.0 ounces triclopyr active ingredient and 2.0 ounces fluroxypyr active ingredient per acre. Up To  12.0 ounces triclopyr active ingredient and 4.1 ounces fluroxypyr active ingredient per acre when used for later growth stages or on older established stands.* Adjuvants should be added to the mixture according to the label.

	5

	To control Johnsongrass in a native grass stand
	(Spring Through Summer Before Seedhead Development)
	Apply after at least 6” of regrowth and when targeted plants are actively growing. 

Fall or Spring Herbicide Application Rate: 0.60 – 2.0 ounces of sulfosulfuron active ingredient per acre.* Adjuvants should be added to the mixture according to label recommendations.



* - The rates in the above table are directly from the University of Kentucky publication "Weed Management In Grass Pastures, Hay Fields, and Other Farmstead Sites" (AGR-172); Washburn, B. E. and Barnes, T. G., 2000, “Native Warm-Season Grass and Forb Establishment Using Imazapic and 2, 4-D”, Native Plants Journal, Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 61-69; and the University of Tennessee publication  “Native Warm-Season Grasses:  Identification, Establishment and Management for Wildlife and Forage Production in the Mid-South” (PB1752).  AGR172 was specifically referenced from the Pasture Renovation or Replacement of Endophyte-Infected Tall Fescue section.  Additional information pertaining to undesirable vegetation control can be found in the above listed references.  
Table 2.  The following table contains information about a planned herbicide application to be carried out as part of the conservation plan to control undesirable vegetation.   All pesticide products must be used according to label specifications.  
	Field No.
	Option

from Table 1 if used
	First Herbicide Application  (Tentative Date)
	Second Herbicide Application If Needed
(Tentative Date)
	Specific Herbicide Recommendations and Rates Including Additional Comments

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     


Additional Information:  

Program specific requirements or additional technical recommendations that may apply are as follows:     
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