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DEFINITION
A constructed barrier to animals or people.
PURPOSE
This practice facilitates the accomplishment of conservation objectives by providing a means to control movement of animals and people, including vehicles. 
CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE APPLIES
This practice may be applied on any area where management of animal or human movement is needed.
CRITERIA
General Criteria Applicable to All Purposes
Fencing materials, type and design of fence installed shall be of a high quality and durability.  The type and design of fence installed will meet the management objectives and site challenges. Based on need, fences may be permanent, portable, or temporary.
Fences shall be positioned to facilitate management requirements.  Ingress/egress features such as gates and cattle guards shall be planned.  The fence design and installation should have the life expectancy appropriate for management objectives and materials being used and shall follow all federal, state and local laws and regulations. 
Height, size, spacing and type of materials used will provide the desired control, life expectancy, and management of animals and people of concern. 
Criteria for Concentrated Animal Facilities
A minimum amount of space per animal shall be planned for when determining the size of the facility to be built.  This is dependent on the type of animal, substrate, and type of facility being planned.  A chart showing minimum size requirements per animal is included in the supplemental construction specifications for Concentrated Animal Facilities.
Earth mounds will be constructed in unpaved lots for resting areas at 25 to 40 square feet each and high enough to gain complete drainage for livestock that are being fed or finished. 

CONSIDERATIONS
Consider installing fences in locations that will facilitate maintenance avoiding irregular terrain and/or water crossings.
Consider wildlife kinds, habits, and movement needs when locating fences.
Consider livestock management, handling, watering and feeding when locating fences.
Boundary fences shall comply with state and county laws and standards for construction.
Where applicable and/or feasible, clear right-of-ways will be established which would facilitate fence construction and maintenance.
Consider soil erosion potential when planning and constructing fence right-of-ways and fences on steep slopes. Water bars and/or other water control structures should be constructed whenever and as often as needed.
Where fence purpose is to control livestock grazing, Prescribed Grazing (528) standards and specifications must be prepared in conjunction with this standard.
Equalize forage producing ability among grazing units as much as is feasible and practical.
Separate rangeland from introduced or domesticated perennial or annual pastures to control selectivity by grazing animals whenever this can be feasibly done.
Improved livestock distribution and grazing management of plants can be aided and/or enhanced by locating fence(s) on ecological site, or distinctive soil boundaries.
Consider limiting livestock access to water sources to improve grazing distribution and utilization of plants.
Fence design should account for the safe ingress and egress of wildlife.  Wildlife design considerations are especially important in summer ranges where juvenile ungulates are concentrated, migration corridors between big game summer and winter ranges, and near watering sources, including riparian areas.
Appropriate openings can be installed across known antelope trails to facilitate safe crossings.
Flagging or marking fence wires will help reduce wildlife collisions (birds or big game).   Wire fences within ½ mile of a sage grouse lek will be marked to increase visibility.
Control livestock access to important areas, such as locations of known poisonous plant communities during the time when the plants are most dangerous.  Control livestock access to wildlife habitat areas such as plantings, wetlands, and woody draws.
The surface of a corral should be such that livestock can get sure footing.  Clean water should be prevented from entering the facility and becoming contaminated.  Contaminated water and manure should be prevented from leaving the facility untreated or it should travel into a containment area for later disposal.  A berm may need to be constructed to prevent such events.  

Consider the frequency that cattle are moved, when and how pens are cleaned, manure removal and accessibility to downed cattle when planning gate size and number.

In unsheltered lots that are used on a permanent or long term basis, feed bunks should be covered mainly to protect mechanical feeding equipment and for shade in summer. 

Shade should be provided in unsheltered lots that are used on a permanent or long term basis.  Area should be 25 to 35 square feet per animal under shade.   Temporary or permanent shade structures or shade cloth suspended over cable supports may be used.


PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
Specifications will be prepared for specific field sites and given to the decision-maker for each type of fence to be installed. Specifications will based on the NRCS Fence Standards and Construction Specifications and appropriate state or local statutes or laws.
Fence designs and specifications shall include the following information. (Should be done on a specification sheet)
1. Describe the requirements for application of the practice to achieve its intended purpose.
2. Location with field numbers, sketch, etc. referenced to the conservation plan map.
3. Length and height.
4. Type of fence – include type of line, corner, brace, and corner posts, type of wire and fasteners, type of stays, and if a power fence type of energizer and ground rod.
Standard or conventional (barbed or smooth wire), suspension, woven wire, or electric fences shall consist of acceptable fencing designs, with height, number, and spacing of wires, to facilitate control of the animal(s) or people of concern and meet the intended life of the practice.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
Regular inspection of fences should be part of an ongoing maintenance program. Inspection of fences after storms and other disturbance events is necessary to insure the continued proper function of the fence. Maintenance and repairs will be performed in a timely manner as needed, including tree/limb removal and water gap replacement. 
When replacing a fence remove and properly discard of all old fencing material and hardware. All necessary precautions should be taken to ensure the safety of construction and maintenance crews. 
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