Conservation Partnership Annual Conference 2003


 The Conservation Partnership gathered once again in Charleston, SC, for their annual conference. The event was kicked off with the Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) Symposium on January 2nd, which featured special guest speakers Myron Senechal, international SWCS president, and Mark W. Berkland, NRCS director of Conservation Operations Division and former South Carolina NRCS state conservationist. Over one hundred natural resource professionals and private landowners attended the symposium to discuss Farm Bill 2002 and its impact in South Carolina. Providing a local perspective on Farm Bill issues were John Long, Newberry County Farmer and Associate SWCD Commissioner, and Mike Banks, NRCS District Conservationist in Anderson County. The symposium concluded with a dinner and auction that evening at James Island County Park. 


SC Association of Conservation Districts (SCACD) President Larry Nates launched Friday’s opening ceremony, which was followed by a morning of breakout sessions covering topics from Envirothon 2003 to conservation education. That afternoon featured a Conservation Business Session with guest speakers Charles Adams, NRCS Southeast Regional Conservationist, Billy Wilson, NACD 2nd Vice President, and Dr. Paul Sandifer, SCDNR Director. The SCACD Business Session followed at which time NRCS Public Affairs Assistant Sabrenna Bennett delivered a presentation regarding the Earth Team Volunteer Program. Earth Team Volunteer Bill Wilkes from Charleston, SC, made comments on his long-time service as a volunteer and encouraged districts to utilize volunteers in their conservation efforts. The day concluded with an awards ceremony and reception at the elegant Riviera Theatre adjacent to the hotel. 


The conference concluded on Saturday morning with a Breakfast for the Leaders. For more information about the conference, contact SCACD Executive Director Linda Tansill at (803) 253-3314.

Charles Adams was also on the program and spoke to an audience of several hundred conservationists and landowners regarding Farm Bill 02. 

