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For many, the idea of conserving our natural resources and preserving wildlife habitat is most likely a passing thought.  Only those who are truly dedicated to the strengthening of our environment consider conservation as a way of life on their farms.  This type of dedication can be found in Bennettsville, SC, at Egypt Farms. The ten gentlemen who share ownership of this farm are approaching their third season in the USDA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). They, with the technical expertise of NRCS District Conservationist Teresa Babb, have converted 107 of their 933 acres of cropland into a serene retreat for wildlife, which includes 150 feet of riparian buffer, a 15-acre sunflower garden and a 10-acre duck pond.


Since the transformation of this former cotton farm, the population of wildlife has increased dramatically.  According to Egypt Farms President, Paul Blackwell, the increase and variety of wildlife is greater than he had ever imagined.  “With the assistance from CRP, we have seen a dynamic increase of wildlife.  There has been an abundance of quail, wild turkeys, and rabbits that remained hidden until now.”


The farm also is attracting more doves with its 15-acre sunflower field. These beautiful flowers flow through the land like a golden river, with each flower head facing the east, towards the rising sun.


Aside from the sunflowers, there is nothing that could add to the beauty of this land more than a pond.  Blackwell and his partners transformed 10 acres of planted corn into an 18-24 inch deep duck pond.  “Before we made the pond, there were absolutely no ducks on this farm,” said Blackwell.  “But now, over 1,000 ducks, as well as local birds, have migrated here.”   The group decided not to hunt the ducks this past season and will probably not hunt this year either. “We just enjoy watching them come in and eat,” said Blackwell. 

The duck pond has a submergible pump that draws water and carries it about 3000 feet uphill from the Pee Dee River.  It pumps 500 gallons of water a minute, and 12 million gallons are required to fill the pond.  Blackwell and his partners fill the pond at the end of September, and drain it in mid-March.  For the remainder of the year, the pond maintains planted corn, millet, and native vegetation for the ducks.


Although preserving the wildlife habitat was a major concern at Egypt Farms, protecting water quality also was a major effort. “By placing riparian buffers on the cropland, they have provided a barrier between the crops and the adjacent Crooked Creek and Pee Dee River,” said Babb.   The riparian buffers provide a number of benefits. They are excellent filters and will stop or slow down surface water and trap sediment and chemicals from entering water sources. They also provide excellent food and habitat for wildlife. The buffer plantings included Cherry Bark Oak and Loblolly Pine, Switchgrass, Kobe Lespedeza, and Partridge Pea.


In the future, Egypt Farms plans to uphold the same conservation practices they currently use. The group is working with NRCS to plan for the next phase which will include many plantings such as bicolor lespedeza, clover, and hardwood tree strips to break up open fields.  “I would recommend CRP and other USDA cost-share programs to anyone who enjoys wildlife and can put a few acres into a conservation easement,” said Blackwell. He contributed the success of the farm to many partners including state, federal and local agencies, as well as the O’Neal Brothers who farm part of the land in corn, wheat and soybeans.   

