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Cooperator Acknowledgment 
I acknowledge that I have received a copy of these specifications. I understand my requirements for installation of this practice. I agree to perform operation and maintenance for the expected life of the practice as required. 

Accepted by:  ___________________________________  Date: _________________

1. Scope

The work shall consist of managing manure in feedlots or dairies to minimize PM-10 emissions during peak evening hours. The highest PM-10 generation period for confined animal feeding operations is normally between 6 pm and 10 pm with peak generation around 8 pm. This peak occurs due to increased animal activity during this period, and a stabilizing of the atmosphere as the sun goes down. This specification is intended to reduce dust during the peak hours.
2. Manure Removal requirements
Manure shall be removed from pens at least three times per year. Lots shall be scraped before manure depth exceeds 4 inches to minimize PM10 dust from animal movement, and to maximize the effectiveness of watering. Manure removal activities shall be avoided during late afternoon and evening hours.

3. Water Application for Dust Control
Water shall be applied at least once each day to reduce PM-10 emissions. Water shall be applied as late as possible in the day to ensure adequate moisture during the peak PM-10 generation period each evening. Maintain manure moisture at 10-20% during the late afternoon and evening hours.  Minimum water application shall be a rate of 0.1 gallon per square foot per inch of manure depth.  Additional water should be provided to compensate for evaporation if water must be applied earlier in the day. Water application shall be heavier in the portions of the pen where there is the most livestock activity during the evening. 
Keep average manure moisture below 25% to minimize ammonia emissions, reduce fly problems, and maximize water use efficiency. 

4. Animal Feed Mixing
Animal feed shall be mixed in an enclosed area or during low wind periods to minimize dust from animal feed processing.  

5. OTHER REQUIREMENTS

The owner, operator, contractor, and other persons shall conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of equipment and operations being performed with due regard to the safety of all persons and their property.

The work shall be performed in compliance with all Federal, State and local laws, rules, and regulations.

6. Operation and maintenance
Manure depth should be monitored to determine the amount of water to add, and to determine when cleanout is needed.
Manure moisture should be checked to determine if adequate water is being applied.

Records should be kept that include clean-out dates and water application amounts.

If NRCS financial assistance is being provided, these records must be provided to NRCS each year for certification of this practice.
NRCS Design and Certification 
Designed by:  _________________  Approval Authority   _______ Date: _______

Certified by:  _________________   Approval Authority   _______ Date: _______

