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General 
 
The traditional final product of a soil survey has been the soil survey publication.  
Historically, one copy of this publication was retained at the USDA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) Field Office and was designated as the 
“Official Copy of the Soil Survey.”  Now users have many product options that include 
hard copy publications, soil surveys on compact disks (CDs), on-line soil surveys, and 
soil databases that can be used in Geographical Information Systems. In an attempt to 
better serve the public, the NRCS established a National “Soil Data Mart (SDM)” where 
users can obtain the most current official soil information (combination of correlated 
maps and their associated attribute data). The soils data in the electronic Field Office 
Technical Guide (eFOTG) is a reflection of the data at the SDM and both serve as 
the “Official Copy of the Soil Survey.” Users can access the SDM at: 
http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/. 
 
Soil survey products and additional information about the soil resources for a specific 
area can be obtained from the local NRCS Office. 
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