Practice: 330 - Contour Farming
Scenario# 1 Contour Farming
Scenario Description: Actual Scenario # 1 New York

Ridges and furrows are formed on the contour by tillage, planting, and other farming operations to change the
direction of runoff from down slop to around hillside. Increased time is necessary during each farming operation
to form the ridges and furrows and continue to follow the contour. The increased time relates to shorter rows and
more frequent equipment turning.

Associated Practices: Conservation Crop Rotation (328), Residue and Tillage Management - No-Till/ Strip Till/
Direct Seed (329), Cover Crop (340), Residue Management , Seasonal (344), Residue amd Tillage Management,
Mulch Till (345), Nutrient Management (590).

Before Practice Situation:

A cropland field with an average 6% slope and 160 foot slope length is actively farmed using disking, bedding,
planting, and cultivation methods that are performed parallel to the slope. The row arrangement has long rows
and infrequent turning. The annual erosion rates exceed tolerance levels leading to excessive runoff and
sedimentation in waterways.

After Practice Situation:

Ridges and furrows are formed on the contour by tillage, planting, and other farming operations to change the
direction of runoff directly downslope to around the hillside to reduce soil erosion and sediment transport. A
survey is completed by trained and certified Federal, State, local personnel or consultant to determine and "stake"
contour row arrangement. Permanent row markers are established to ensure that this practice is maintained for
the life of this practice. Soil erosion rates are reduced by nearly half and may be below tolerance depending on the
rotation and sedimentation is reduced.

Scenario Feature Measure:

acre
Scenario Typical Size: 25 Acre Tot Unit Cost $10.68
Cost Category Component Name Quantity Unit Unit Cost Cost
Equip./Install. Truck, Pickup 2 Hour $40.77 $81.54
Labor Equipment Operators, Light 2 Hour $24.05 $48.10
Labor Supervisor or Manager 3 Hour $45.77 $137.31
Payment types: Total Cost: $266.95
PayType Unit Payment PavType Unit Payment
EQIP $8.01 EQIP-HU $9.61
WHIP $0.00 WHIP-HU $0.00
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