Practice: 660 - Tree Pruning
Scenario# 1 Pruning, Fire Hazard

Scenario Description: Actual Scenario # 1 New York
Pruning trees of branches in a forest stand where wildfires are considered a high and very high hazard. Hand tools
and power tools are used to cut branches from trees. Resource concerns include Degraded plant condition-wildfire
hazard and Undesirable plant productivity and health. Associated Practices: Brush Management (314), Woody
Residue Treatment (384), Fuel Break (383), Fire Break (394), Forest Stand Improvement (666)

Before Practice Situation:

The forest stand is well to over-stocked, generally with 200 to 300+ trees per acre. Branches are touching
understory vegetation or are in close proximity to forest floor where a ground fire can ignite the lower branches
and move into the upper canopy. Wildfire hazard is very high.

After Practice Situation:

The typical forest pruning treatment is 20 acres. Trees are pruned to the desirable height (generally 8-10') based on
desired separation space between ground vegetation and tree crown. Pruned branches are treated if they are a
hazard, see Woody Residue Treatment standard.

Scenario Feature Measure:

area of treatment

Scenario Typical Size: 20 Acre Tot Unit Cost $458.11
Cost Category Component Name Quantity Unit Unit Cost Cost
Equip./Install. Pruning tools, hand tools 20 Hour $1.09 $21.80
Equip./Install. All terrain vehicles, ATV 20 Hour $33.68 $673.60
Equip./Install. Chainsaw 200 Hour $6.90 $1,380.00
Equip./Install. Pruning tool, pole saw 20 Hour $7.76 $155.20
Labor Supervisor or Manager 30 Hour $45.77 $1,373.10
Labor General Labor 240 Hour $23.16 $5,558.40
Payment types: Total Cost: $9,162.10
PavTvpe Unit Payment PayTvpe Unit Payment
EQIP $343.58 EQIP-HU $412.29
WHIP $343.58 WHIP-HU $412.29

660 1 Pruning, Fire Hazard




Practice: 660 - Tree Pruning
Scenario # 2 Pruning, Low Height
Scenario Description: Actual Scenario # 2 New York

Pruning is done by hand with chain saws, tree loppers, hand shears, or hand saws. Trees are identified for pruning.
To improve the quality of the stem wood, branches are pruned from the trees. Trees are growing at a fast pace,
with leader growth on trees anywhere from 1.5 feet to 4 feet in length. Associated Practices: Brush Management
(314), Woody Residue Treatment (384), Forest Stand Improvement (666)

Before Practice Situation:
Trees are retaining lower limbs along the entire tree bole, reducing wood quality. Pruning height will be based on
overall stand diameter and height. Stand has been thinned and crop trees are identified for pruning. Degraded
plant condition- undesirable plant productivity and health is the resource concern.

After Practice Situation:
The typical forest pruning treatment is 20 acres. Trees are pruned to the desirable height of 8-10 feet. Pruned
branches are treated if they are a fire hazard, see Woody Residue Treatment standard.

Scenario Feature Measure:

area of treatment

Scenario Typical Size: 20 Acre Tot Unit Cost $230.05
Cost Category Component Name Quantity Unit Unit Cost Cost
Materials Tree Marking Paint 20 Acre $6.19 $123.80
Equip./Install. Pruning tools, hand tools 16 Hour $1.09 $17.44
Equip./Install. All terrain vehicles, ATV 8 Hour $33.68 $269.44
Equip./Install. Chainsaw 96 Hour $6.90 $662.40
Equip./Install. Pruning tool, pole saw 8 Hour $7.76 $62.08
Labor Supervisor or Manager 15 Hour $45.77 $686.55
Labor General Labor 120 Hour $23.16 $2,779.20
Payment types: Total Cost: $4,600.91
PayType Unit Payment PavType Unit Payment
EQIP $172.53 EQIP-HU $207.04
WHIP $172.53 WHIP-HU $207.04

660 2 Pruning, Low Height




Practice: 660 - Tree Pruning

Scenario# 3 Pruning, High Height

Scenario Description: Actual Scenario # 3 New York
Pruning is done by hand with pole saws or with gas pole saw. Crop trees are identified for pruning. The forest is on
highly productive soils. Trees are growing at a fast pace, with leader growth on trees anywhere from 1.5 feet to 4
feet in length. To improve the quality of the stem wood, branches are pruned from the trees. Associated Practices:
Brush Management (314), Woody Residue Treatment (384), Forest Stand Improvement (666)

Before Practice Situation:
Trees are retaining limbs mostly along the mid to upper section of the tree bole, reducing quality. Lower branches
(0-8 feet) may have already been pruned, have naturally self pruned to differing heights. Pruning height is at least
to eighteen (18) feet above the ground. Degrade plant condition- undesirable plant productivity and health is the
resource concern.

After Practice Situation:

The typical forest pruning treatment is 20 acres. Trees are pruned to the height of 18 feet or more. Pruned
branches are treated so they do not become a fire or health hazard.

Scenario Feature Measure:

area of treatment

Scenario Typical Size: 20 Acre Tot Unit Cost $326.63
Cost Category Component Name Quantity Unit Unit Cost Cost
Materials Tree Marking Paint 20 Acre $6.19 $123.80
Equip./Install. Pruning tools, hand tools 16 Hour $1.09 $17.44
Equip./Install. All terrain vehicles, ATV 20 Hour $33.68 $673.60
Equip./Install. Chainsaw 24 Hour $6.90 $165.60
Equip./Install. Pruning tool, pole saw 120 Hour $7.76 $931.20
Labor Supervisor or Manager 20 Hour $45.77 $915.40
Labor General Labor 160 Hour $23.16 $3,705.60
Payment types: Total Cost: $6,532.64
PayType Unit Payment PavType Unit Payment
EQIP $244.97 EQIP-HU $293.97
WHIP $244.97 WHIP-HU $293.97
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Practice:
Scenario #

Scenario Description:

660 - Tree Pruning
4 Pruning, Wildlife

Actual Scenario # 4

New York

Pruning of hard/soft mast trees and shrubs to stimulate increased fruit/nut production for wildlife food. Primarily
done around old agricultural fields, in old orchards, in forested areas. Is usually done with a chainsaw or handsaw
to open the canopy and remove dead branches to increase airflow and sunlight penetration. Resource concerns are
inadequate habitat for fish and wildlife - habitat degrdation and plant condition- undesirable plant productivity and
health Associated Practices: Brush Management (314), Woody Residue Treatment (384), Upland Wildlife Habitat
Management
Before Practice Situation:

Trees have reduced mast production due to tree reaching maturity or heavy shade. Pruning is needed to remove
older branches, dead material and increase sunlight into the canopy. New branching will be stimulated, increasing
mast production.

After Practice Situation:

Selected trees (10 per acre) are re-invigorated with new branching and an increase in mast production.
Scenario Feature Measure:

area of treatment

Scenario Typical Size: 2 Acre Tot Unit Cost $171.86
Cost Category Component Name Quantity Unit Unit Cost Cost
Equip./Install. Pruning tools, hand tools 2 Hour $1.09 $2.18
Equip./Install. All terrain vehicles, ATV 2 Hour $33.68 $67.36
Equip./Install. Chainsaw 4 Hour $6.90 $27.60
Equip./Install. Pruning tool, pole saw 2 Hour $7.76 $15.52
Labor Supervisor or Manager 1 Hour $45.77 $45.77
Labor General Labor 8 Hour $23.16 $185.28
Payment types: Total Cost: $343.71
PavTvpe Unit Payment PayTvpe Unit Payment
EQIP $128.89 EQIP-HU $154.67
WHIP $128.89 WHIP-HU $154.67
660 4  Pruning, Wildlife




Practice: 660 - Tree Pruning
Scenario# 5 Pruning, Multistory Cropping, Understory
Scenario Description: Actual Scenario # 5 New York

Pruning trees and/or shrubs is accomplished to extend the life span of trees and or shrubs. Pruning reduces the
time periods of replacement by 2/3rds, exposing less bare soil. Pruning is accomplished by hand with hand tools
and/or chainsaw. Trees and or shrubs are growing where the average rainfall is very high, with cooler temperatures
and deep steep soils. Resouce concerns are degraded plant condition-undesireable plant productivity and health,
soil erosion-sheet and rill.

Before Practice Situation:
Trees and/or shrubs are showing signs of reduced health (thinning crowns/less branching) and fruit production.
Loss of trees or shrubs will occur within a few years. Severe soil erosion and sedimentation is a great concern if
trees or shrubs are removed.

After Practice Situation:
Tree/shrub pruning is completed on trees and/or shrubs. Cut vegetative material is left on the ground providing
cover, and increasing organic matter. Alternative row pruning, treating every other row (or one-half the plants), in
the same field, is completed 2 times. Renovation pruning is conducted one time for the entire field.

Scenario Feature Measure:

individual tree/shrub pruned

Scenario Typical Size: 800 Each Tot Unit Cost $0.95
Cost Category Component Name Quantity Unit Unit Cost Cost
Equip./Install. Chainsaw 10 Hour $6.90 $69.00
Equip./Install. Pruning tools, hand tools 4 Hour $1.09 $4.36
Labor General Labor 10 Hour $23.16 $231.60
Labor Supervisor or Manager 10 Hour $45.77 $457.70
Payment types: Total Cost: $762.66
PavType Unit Payment PayType Unit Payment
EQIP S0.71 EQIP-HU $0.86
WHIP S0.71 WHIP-HU $0.86

660 5 Pruning, Multistory Cropping, Understory




Practice: 660 - Tree Pruning
Scenario# 6 Pruning, Multistory Cropping, Overstory
Scenario Description: Actual Scenario # 6 New York

Overstory tree crowns are pruned to increase sunlight to understory shrubs and low growing trees that have been
purposely established to grow on the same acre of ground. Resource concern is degraded plant condition -
undesirable plant productivity and health.

Before Practice Situation:
The overstory trees are expanding their crowns, providing to much shade on the understory plants. The shade is
affecting the growth and production of the understory plants. Pruning of branches, leaves, frawns, etc. are needed
to maintain the desired amount of sunlight reaching the understory.

After Practice Situation:
Pruning of the overstory tree crowns is completed, allowing the proper amount of sunlight to reach the understory
vegetation, maintaining their growth, health and vigor, and wildlife benefits.

Scenario Feature Measure:

Overstory Trees Pruned

Scenario Typical Size: 120 each Tot Unit Cost $7.68
Cost Category Component Name Quantity Unit Unit Cost Cost
Equip./Install. Pruning tools, hand tools 12 Hour $1.09 $13.08
Equip./Install. Chainsaw 20 Hour $6.90 $138.00
Equip./Install. Pruning tool, pole saw 4 Hour $7.76 $31.04
Labor General Labor 24 Hour $23.16 $555.84
Labor Supervisor or Manager 4 Hour $45.77 $183.08
Payment types: Total Cost: $921.04
PayType Unit Payment PayType Unit Payment
EQIP $5.76 EQIP-HU $6.91
WHIP $5.76 WHIP-HU $6.91

660 6 Pruning, Multistory Cropping, Overstory




