
‘Indigo’ Silky Dogwood
‘Indigo’ silky dogwood (Cornus amomum Mill.) is a 
dense, multi-stemmed woody plant.  It is especially 
useful for single row windbreaks in fields with center 
pivot irrigation systems because it grows low enough 
that the spray bar can pass over it.  ‘Indigo’ can also 
be used in multi-row field windbreaks and farmstead 
windbreaks. 

Stems and leaves of the ‘Indigo’ are desirable deer 
browse, and the fruit is eaten by upland game birds 
and many songbirds.  ‘Indigo’ is also useful for 
beautification and landscaping. 

Description 
‘Indigo’ is a spreading shrub that can grow 10 feet 
tall.  The stems are red when young but turn reddish 
brown and gray as they mature.  ‘Indigo’ has 
yellowish-white flowers that bloom in mid June.  It 
produces an abundant crop of fruit, which ripens in 
September.  The fruit is pale to dark blue and about ¼ 
inch in diameter. 
‘Indigo’ can be distinguished from other blue fruited 
species of dogwood by the dark brown pith in one 
and two year old stems.  In other blue fruited 
dogwoods, the pith is white. 
 
 

     
 

 
Adaptation 
‘Indigo’ silky dogwood seed was first collected in 
1961 from plants at the Rose Lake Wildlife Research 
Station in Clinton County, Michigan. ‘Indigo’ has 
been evaluated in 20 states, particularly in the Great 
Lakes States, where it has performed well.  Its natural 
range of climatic adaptation is shown on the map 
below. 
 
‘Indigo’ is adapted to a wide range of soils and soil 
textures, but it grows best in moist soil.  It is adapted 
to soils that are somewhat poorly drained to well 
drained and have a pH of 5.0 to 7.0.  It is moderately 
shade tolerant but is not drought tolerant. 
 
            

         
 

Establishment 
For help in planning windbreaks of ‘Indigo’, contact 
your local Natural Resources Conservation office. 
 
Establish plantings of ‘Indigo’ from seedlings.  Two 
year old seedlings are suitable for mechanical 
planting.  One year old seedlings can be planted by 
hand, although survival may be low because of their 
small root system. 
 
Follow the planting date and spacing 
recommendation for shrubs in your area. Space the 
plants no more than six feet apart.    If planted much 
later than the recommended planting date, their 
establishment may be poor unless a moist site is 
chosen or supplemental water is applied. 
 
To ensure establishment, control weeds mechanically 
for the first few years.  Once ‘Indigo’ is established, 
you can use approved herbicides for effective weed 
control.  Be sure to follow manufactures directions 
carefully.  Consult Extension personnel for help in 
selecting herbicides.  ‘Indigo’ is susceptible to 
infections of scurfy scale and occasional webworm 
attacks. Excessive deer browsing may also retard 
growth. 
 

              
 
 
 



 
 
For More Information 
 
Visit our Plant Materials website to find more 
information on using plants to solve conservation 
problems. 

http://Plant-Materials.nrcs.usda.gov 
 
 

USDA-NRCS 
Rose Lake Plant Materials Center 

7472 Stoll Road 
East Lansing, MI  48823 

 
Phone: 517-641-6300 

Fax: 517-641-4421 
 

Plant Materials Specialist 
 

517-641-7831 
 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs 
and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's 
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication 
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 
720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer." 
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