
 

314A OR-Specification 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Oregon June 2010 

BRUSH MANAGEMENT (Mechanical) SPECIFICATION SHEET 

Client  Date  

Farm/Tract  Field(s)  

Location  Acres  

Planner  County/SWCD  

1. Management Objectives: 
Manage the amount and distribution of target brush species on specific ecological sites.  Allowing the remaining plant 
community to grow without disturbance will insure the maximum effects of the treatment.  Producing a seed crop is 
essential to improving the composition, production, and vigor of the plant community. 

Additional 
Narrative: 
 

2. Selected Treatment (check one): 

 Chain sawing - slash piling 

 Mechanized - lop & scatter slash  Mechanized - slash piling 

 Other (describe):   
Additional 
Narrative: 
 

3. Pre- and Post-Treatment Cover of Target Species: 

Treatment 
Unit Acres Target Woody 

Species 
Ecological Site or  
Forage Suitability Group 

Pre-Treatment 
Cover of Target 

Species (%) 

Post-Treatment 
Cover of Target 

Species (%) 

Desired 
Efficacy 

(% removed) 

       

       

       

       

       

4. Maps 
Maps of treated areas, pattern of treatment, and areas not treated are provided and attached to this specification. 

5. Kind of Equipment 
Additional 
Narrative: 
 

6. Timing or Season 
Additional 
Narrative: 
 

 Chain sawing - lop & scatter slash 
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7. Operating Instructions: 

Prior to arriving at the treatment site, all equipment/vehicles will be cleaned in order to reduce the introduction/spread of 
noxious weeds.  Where tracked vehicles are used, turning in-place should be minimized to avoid unnecessary impacts to 
soils, non-target plants and other resources.   

Additional 
Narrative 
(Vehicle): 

Mechanical treatments include hand work (chain sawing or hand cutting) or use of mechanized equipment (mowers, 
brush beaters, chippers, etc.).  When treating larger species, proper management of residues and slash will facilitate 
nutrient cycling, development of the desired plant community, and implementation of the appropriate management 
practices. 

Lop & Scattering: Target brush or tree species will be felled, limbed and bucked in a way that lays as much of the 
slash in contact with the soil surface as possible.  Slash will decompose in a few years if laid on the soil surface.  
Scatter slash to allow accessibility to livestock. 

Slash Piling: Target brush or tree species will be felled, bucked, and piled for burning later.  Make the smallest sized 
slash piles as practical for the site and size of woody material.  Smaller slash piles are easier to burn and minimize 
adverse effects from excess heat to the soil surface.  Leave as much space between piles as practical to allow 
accessibility to livestock and to prevent areas of soil scarification that may require more intensive critical area treatment. 

Additional 
Narrative 
(Woody  
Debris): 
 

8. Wildlife Considerations 
Work will be conducted in a manner and time that minimizes disturbance to sensitive wildlife areas. 

Additional 
Narrative: 
 

9. Wildfire/Fuel Loading Considerations 
Control undesirable woody plants in a manner that creates the desired plant community which does not provide wildfire 
hazard conditions.  If operating inside or within 1/8 mile of an ODF Protection District, contact Oregon Department of Forestry 
prior to commencing work to file a Permit to Operate Power Driven Machinery (PDM).  Additionally if large amounts of slash 
will be created in these areas, contact ODF for a Slash Fuel Hazard Rating. 

Additional 
Narrative: 
 

10. Monitoring 
Monitoring will be based on the client objectives and purpose of this practice.  At a minimum, monitoring will be done one year 
post-treatment to assess degree of brush control and identify areas needing further treatment. 

Additional 
Narrative: 
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11. Additional Specifications: 

Additional 
Narrative: 
 

Refer to the Following Conservation Practice Specifications [] 

Prescribed Grazing 528  Access Control 472  

Integrated Pest Management 595  Critical Area Planting 342  

Fence 382  Watering Facility 614  

Pipeline 516  Spring Development 574  

Prescribed Burning 338  Wetland Wildlife Habitat Mgt. 644  

Upland Wildlife Habitat Mgt. 645  Other:  

 

Design Approval: 
Practice 

Code 
No. 

Practice Lead 
Discipline Controlling Factor Units 

Job Class 

I II III IV V 
314 Brush Management BCSD Graz Land Spec Area Acres 25 50 100 200 All 

This practice is classified as Job Class (check one):      

Design Approved By: /s/   Date:   

Job Title:   

  

Client’s Acknowledgement Statement: 
The Client acknowledges that: 
a. They have received a copy of the specification and understand the contents and requirements. 
b. It shall be the responsibility of the client to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all ordinances 

and laws pertaining to the application of this practice. 

Accepted By: /s/   Date:   

 

Certification: 
I have completed a review of the information provided by the client and certify this practice has been applied. 

Certified By: /s/   Date:   

Job Title:   

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part 
of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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1. Management Objectives:

Manage the amount and distribution of target brush species on specific ecological sites.  Allowing the remaining plant community to grow without disturbance will insure the maximum effects of the treatment.  Producing a seed crop is essential to improving the composition, production, and vigor of the plant community.

		Additional
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2. Selected Treatment (check one):

		

		Chain sawing - lop & scatter slash

		

		Chain sawing - slash piling



		

		Mechanized - lop & scatter slash

		

		Mechanized - slash piling
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3. Pre- and Post-Treatment Cover of Target Species:
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4. Maps

Maps of treated areas, pattern of treatment, and areas not treated are provided and attached to this specification.

5. Kind of Equipment

		Additional

Narrative:







6. Timing or Season

		Additional

Narrative:







7. Operating Instructions:

Prior to arriving at the treatment site, all equipment/vehicles will be cleaned in order to reduce the introduction/spread of noxious weeds.  Where tracked vehicles are used, turning in-place should be minimized to avoid unnecessary impacts to soils, non-target plants and other resources.  

		Additional

Narrative:





Mechanical treatments include hand work (chain sawing or hand cutting) or use of mechanized equipment (mowers, brush beaters, chippers, etc.).  When treating larger species, proper management of residues and slash will facilitate nutrient cycling, development of the desired plant community, and implementation of the appropriate management practices.

Lop & Scattering: Target brush or tree species will be felled, limbed and bucked in a way that lays as much of the slash in contact with the soil surface as possible.  Slash will decompose in a few years if laid on the soil surface.  Scatter slash to allow accessibility to livestock.

Slash Piling: Target brush or tree species will be felled, bucked, and piled for burning later.  Make the smallest sized slash piles as practical for the site and size of woody material.  Smaller slash piles are easier to burn and minimize adverse effects from excess heat to the soil surface.  Leave as much space between piles as practical to allow accessibility to livestock and to prevent areas of soil scarification that may require more intensive critical area treatment.

		Additional

Narrative:







8. Wildlife Considerations

Work will be conducted in a manner and time that minimizes disturbance to sensitive wildlife areas.

		Additional

Narrative:







9. Wildfire/Fuel Loading Considerations

Control undesirable woody plants in a manner that creates the desired plant community which does not provide wildfire hazard conditions.  If operating inside or within 1/8 mile of an ODF Protection District, contact Oregon Department of Forestry prior to commencing work to file a Permit to Operate Power Driven Machinery (PDM).  Additionally if large amounts of slash will be created in these areas, contact ODF for a Slash Fuel Hazard Rating.

		Additional

Narrative:







10. Monitoring

Monitoring will be based on the client objectives and purpose of this practice.  At a minimum, monitoring will be done one year post-treatment to assess degree of brush control and identify areas needing further treatment.

		Additional

Narrative:







11. Additional Specifications:
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Design Approved By: /s/			Date:		

Job Title:		
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Client’s Acknowledgement Statement:

The Client acknowledges that:

a.	They have received a copy of the specification and understand the contents and requirements.

b. It shall be the responsibility of the client to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice.

Accepted By: /s/			Date:		



Certification:

I have completed a review of the information provided by the client and certify this practice has been applied.

Certified By: /s/			Date:		

Job Title:		

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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