OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

FOR

GRADE STABILIZATION STRUCTURE 410
Landowner/user: 















Date: 
Address: 

A properly operated and maintained Grade Stabilization Structure is an asset to your property.  This practice was designed to control the grade in natural or constructed channels.  The estimated life span of this practice is at least 15 years.  The life of the practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

Operation and Maintenance

1. Inspect after significant storm events and at least annually to identify repair and maintenance needs.

2. Protect the structure from damage by farm equipment and livestock.
3. Remove any debris or sediment that hinders structure operation.
4. Repair any erosion that occurs near the upstream or downstream aprons of the structure with rock riprap.

5. Repair any other erosion that occurs adjacent to the structure and re-seed.

6. Replace any rock riprap or concrete blocks that have been displaced.

7. Eradicate or otherwise remove all burrowing animals.  Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.
8. Maintain good vegetation on the embankment and upstream channel by mowing at least annually.  Remove excess growth.  Do not burn or overgraze. 

9. Fertilize grassed areas to maintain a vigorous vegetative cover.

10. Control tree and bush growth by hand cutting, mowing, or chemicals.  Avoid damaging grass with herbicide sprays.

11. If holes occur in filter fabric, repair immediately by overlaying damaged fabric with new material and replacing riprap or concrete block.

	Specific Recommendations for Your Practice
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