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A properly operated and maintained Spring Development is an asset to your property.  This practice was designed for the collection of water from springs or seeps to provide for livestock and wildlife. The estimated life span of this practice is at least 20 years.  The life of the practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

Operation and Maintenance

1. Inspect after significant storm events and at least annually to identify repair and maintenance needs.

2. Test water quality before and after a spring is developed.  Periodically check the spring water for contamination.  A marked increase in turbidity of flow after a rainstorm is a good indication that surface runoff is reaching the spring.

3. Inspect the system for sudden changes in quantity of water received from the source.  Check for debris, minerals, algae and other materials that may restrict system flow.

4. Inspect and maintain fences that are placed to exclude livestock from the spring development area.

5. Provide access to the tank or trough for maintenance.  Replace stone or gravel adjacent to the trough as necessary.

6. Inspect tanks, troughs, piping and valves for damage fall and spring.  Replace damaged or missing parts.  Check the tanks and pipes during cold weather for ice problems.  

7. If possible, remove water from tanks and pipes where damage from freezing may occur.

8. Maintain erosion protection at outlets.

9. Sediment removal from the spring box shall be done annually.

10. Inspections of valve operations shall be done periodically.

11. Maintain vegetative cover around the spring area.

	Specific Recommendations for Your Practice
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