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A properly maintained Streambank and Shoreline Stabilization is an asset to your property.  The practice was designed and installed to stabilize an eroding bank and improve stream habitat for fish and wildlife.  The estimated life span of this practice is at least 20 years.  The life of the project can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some requirements to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.
Operation and Maintenance

1. Check the riprap, plantings and/or tree revetments at least once each year and immediately after severe floods/storm surges.  Rock removed or displaced shall be replaced as needed.  Replant any dead or damaged tree plantings.  Repair or replace any damaged or missing revetments.  Repair work shall take place during periods of low stream flow.  
2. Check frequently for burrowing animals.  When found, remove the burrowing animals, replace embankment materials, and reseed or resurface as needed.

3. Repair any erosion or damage that occurs at or near the upstream or downstream riprap keyways.

4. Protect the components from damage by farm equipment and livestock.

5. Repair any settlement or erosion that occurs with soil and reseed or resurface as needed.  

6. Vegetation, where specified, shall be maintained.  Control undesirable trees and brush by chemical or mechanical means.  Where mowing, time the first mowing after nesting birds have hatched (about August 15).  Remove excess growth.  Do not burn or overgraze.

7. Fertilize grassed areas to maintain a vigorous vegetative cover.

8. Keep machinery away from steep side slopes.  Keep equipment operators informed of all potential hazards.

9. Install and maintain a fence to keep livestock off the embankment, where applicable.

Specific Recommendations for Your Practice
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