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Milking Center Wastewater Treatment System
A properly operated and maintained Milking Center Wastewater Treatment System is an asset to your property. This project was designed and installed to reduce the environmental impact of milking center wastewater. The estimated life span of this practice is 10 years. The life of this practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program. 

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance. The following are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program. 
Operation and Maintenance 
1. The settling and grease traps will be monitored regularly and cleaned out as required. The fatcake should be removed at 8 inch thickness. 

2. Fatcake and sediment disposal shall be in a manure storage structure, land application, or by other acceptable means. 

3. Maintain adequate vegetative cover on the disposal field and adjacent areas. 

4. Inspect earth fills, fences, pipes, and other appurtenances. Repair any damage found immediately. 

5. Check disposal field for signs of seepage. If found, contact NRCS office. 

6. Inspect pump to ensure intakes are not restricted. 

7. Maintain lids and openings to underground structures to ensure year round access. 

8. Maintain grates on drains and subsurface drainage systems to ensure they are functional. 

9. Feed out first flush of equipment cleaning if possible 

10.Use good housekeeping in the milkroom and parlor to minimize solids entering the system. 

11.Use non-emulsifying soaps 

12.Periodically check the condition of the distribution box to ensure even distribution.
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13.DO NOT DUMP WASTE MILK INTO THE TREATMENT SYSTEM. 

Silage Leachate Treatment System
1. 1.  Silage leachate that is collected should be stored with the other wastes in a waste storage facility to be applied on land later, be directly applied on land from the collection system, or disposed of on a vegetated treatment area.  The storage and spreading of the silage leachate shall be in accordance with the nutrient management plan. 

2. All paved areas, including curbs and other concrete or asphalt collection components, should be inspected at least twice a year for cracks, spalls or separations.  Make repairs as necessary.
3. Any pipes, collection tanks, and pumps associated with the treatment system should be inspected twice a year.  Make repairs as necessary.

4. For vegetated treatment area used for the treatment system inspect the condition of the vegetation twice a year.  Reestablish any damaged vegetation.

Specific Recommendations for Your Practice
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