

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Office 		                                                                                   PH  xxx-xxx-xxxx
Address		                                                                                   FX  xxx-xxx-xxxx                                                                                  
City, FL Zip		                                                                               www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________


DATE

ADDRESSEE
ADDRESS
CITY, FL  ZIP

Dear : <<enter name>>							
[bookmark: Text1]You signed an AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification on <<enter date>> which indicated that production of an annually tilled crop has occurred or is proposed on land for which a highly erodible land determination has not been made on your Farm # <<enter farm #>>, Tract <<enter tract>>.  (If referral form was FSA-569, replace this with a statement that NRCS or FSA has noted that annually tilled production has occurred on fields for which an HEL determination has not been made. If the 569 is to confirm whether person is actively applying a cons plan/system, state that this is the issue).  We are therefore issuing this Preliminary Technical Determination in accordance with NRCS regulations implementing the highly erodible land (HEL) conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985 at Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 12.  Persons who apply for and/or receive certain USDA program benefits must comply with the HEL conservation provisions of the Food Security Act.  These provisions may prohibit eligibility for USDA benefits to persons who do not use an approved conservation plan or system to control erosion when producing an annually tilled crop on highly erodible fields.  

The Preliminary Technical Determination is that highly erodible fields are not present within the area covered by the determination (or that person is actively applying an approved plan/system—if stating this, delete the next two sentences).  The enclosed Form NRCS-CPA-026e and map identify this area as non-highly erodible land (NHEL).  This means either that no highly erodible soils are present, or that they may be present but not cover enough acreage to create the potential for excessive erosion in the labeled fields.  Prior to altering field boundaries or bringing new land into production you should contact your local FSA office regarding completion of a AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification to ensure you retain your eligibility for USDA benefits.

This Preliminary Technical Determination will be considered Final within 30 days of your receipt of this letter and will be valid as long as the area remains in agricultural use and no changes as described above are made to your operation.

If you have any questions regarding the technical basis for this determination, please contact me at <<enter phone and email>>.  Questions about your USDA benefits should be directed to your County FSA Office.

Sincerely,

								
[NAME]
District Conservationist
Attachments:  	HEL Determination Map, Form NRCS-CPA-026e
cc:  	All affiliated USDA Participants – see AD-1026 Item 8 or get from FSA
[bookmark: _GoBack][NAME], County Executive Director, FSA, City, State
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