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Conservation Management System
This practice is used to control erosion, to reduce insect and weed pressure, conserve soil moisture, reduce soil temperature, improve soil condition and help establish wild blueberry plants that have been damaged due to erosion or adverse soil moisture or temperature conditions. This practice is frequently used in conjunction with Obstruction Removal (code 500) to remove large rocks, and Tree and Shrub Pruning (code 660) for flail mowing.


Plans and Specifications
Mulch bare areas in wild blueberry fields with mulching materials listed below at a minimum thickness of two inches.  Rake mulch up to and somewhat into the wild blueberry plants to encourage the growth of the wild blueberry rhizomes.  For areas 100 square feet or larger, the thickness of the mulch should be a minimum 3 to 4 inches in the middle of the area.  This will encourage the wild blueberry plants to encroach these areas. Mulching materials are typically organic materials such as bark mulch, peat moss mixed with sand, wood chips, cedar shingle hair or other suitable materials.


Operation and Maintenance
This practice is to be maintained for a period of one year. Inspect mulched areas periodically to ensure that adequate cover remains to encourage the establishment of the wild blueberry plants. Add additional mulch as needed.
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Refer to Conservation Plan Map(s) for location of areas to be mulched.
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