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Definition
Growing planned rotations of row crops, forages, small grains, or fallow in a systematic arrangement of equal width strips across a field.

General Criteria
Strips of crops susceptible to erosion shall be alternated with strips of erosion-resistant crops or cover. The orientation shall be as close to the contour as practical. 
The conservation planning slope length or “L” shall contain two or more strips. The erosion-resistant and erosion-susceptible strips shall be of approximately equal width. 
Strip widths shall be multiples of the width of the widest equipment to be used for planting, harvesting, or spraying, but shall not exceed the critical slope length for planning.
Vegetation in a strip cropping arrangement shall consist of crops and/or forages grown in a planned rotation.  At least 50% of the rotation shall consist of erosion resistant crops or sediment trapping cover.  








Erosion resistant strips shall consist of dense grasses or legumes, fallow untilled small grain residue, or close grown crops that provide the needed protective cover during the target erosion period.  No two adjacent strips shall be in an erosion-susceptible condition at the same time during the year.  However, two adjacent strips may be in erosion-resistant cover at the same time.


Operation and Maintenance 
Sediment accumulations along strip edges shall be smoothed or removed and distributed over the field as necessary to maintain practice effectiveness.
Mow sod turn-strips at least once a year.  Harvesting is optional.
Erosion-resistant strips in rotation shall be managed to maintain the planned vegetative cover and surface roughness. 
If the strip alignment is lost due to adjacent strips being in hay or permanent cover, the original strip alignment and width will be re-established as needed. To avoid the need for this, it is simpler to plan for rotations that include equal number of years for each crop to be planted in strips, for instance, four years of corn and four years of hay.











[bookmark: Text2][bookmark: Text51][bookmark: Text54]Landowner:                                                    Tract/field:          Acres:      
 
[bookmark: Text3][bookmark: Text4]Planner:                                                         Date:       

	Purpose (check all that apply)

	
[bookmark: Check1]|_|  Reduce sheet and rill erosion
	
[bookmark: Check2]|_|  Excess sediment, nutrients and/or pesticides in surface water





	  % Slope 
	Min. / Max. Allowable Row Grade
	Planned Avg. Row Grade
	Slope Length
“L”
(ft)
	Field Length
(ft)
	Equip-ment Width
(ft)
	Number of Strips
	Strip Width
(ft.)
	Critical Slope Length (ft)
	RUSLE2 Soil Loss

	
[bookmark: Text26]     
	
[bookmark: Text6][bookmark: Text7]     /     
	
[bookmark: Text34]     
	
[bookmark: Text30]     
	
     
	
[bookmark: Text14]     
	
[bookmark: Text38]     
	
[bookmark: Text42]     
	
	
[bookmark: Text48]     




[bookmark: Text52][bookmark: _GoBack]Planned crop location by strip:      

[bookmark: Text47]Rotation plan for strips:       

[bookmark: Check5]|_|  Headlands/Endrows are steeper than the Maximum allowable row grade and must remain in sod.  

[bookmark: Check3]|_| Headlands/Endrows are NOT steeper than the Maximum allowable row grade

[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Text53]|_| Stable outlets are needed and planned, and will be installed prior to installation of stripcropping system. Describe:      
                                                                   


	Additional Specifications, Required Supporting Practices, and Notes:



Strips will be established in accordance with the attached drawing/map AND as marked in the field by NRCS.    

[bookmark: Text46]      









Practice Checkout:

	
Practice Certification and Checkout for Stripcropping


	

	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3

	Date Practice Completed by Producer

	
	
	

	Checked by


	
	
	

	Approved by


	
	
	

	Meets Requirements
of standard and Spec

	     

☐
	

☐
	

☐

	Does NOT Meet Requirements of Standard and Specs
	

☐
	

☐
	

☐

	Meets with the Following Changes:
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