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A properly operated and maintained roof runoff structure is an asset to your farm.  This structure was designed and installed to collect, control and transport precipitation from roofs.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 15 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program:

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Keep roof runoff structures clean and free of obstructions that reduce flow.
· Make regular inspections and perform repair maintenance as needed to ensure proper functioning of the roof runoff structure and associated outlet structures. 

· Inspect all fasteners to securely hold all gutters and downspouts in place.  Repair or replace if needed.
· Inspect all underground conveyance lines free from debris and obstructions.  Repair or replace if needed.
· Inspect all screens and strainers in place and in good working condition.  Repair or replace if needed.
· Remove any trees or branches that deposit debris and reduce the capacity of the system.

· Periodically check gutters, downspouts and all above ground pipelines, trash guards, pumps, structures, and appurtenances for proper operation.  Repair or replace if needed.

· Protect downspouts from damage by livestock and equipment.  Repair or replace damaged components as needed.

· Repair or replace rusted or damaged metal and apply paint as a protective coating.
· Replace weathered or displaced rock riprap to constructed grade.

· Repair spalls, cracks and weathered areas in concrete surfaces.

· Maintain drainage away from the structure.  Do not stockpile materials in the drainage path.  Do not discharge directly into surface waters.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR ROOF RUNOFF STRUCTURE


CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR YOUR ROOF RUNOFF STRUCTURE.
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