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Forest Stand Improvement (666)
Conservation Practice Jobsheet
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The manipulation of species composition, stand structure and stocking by cutting or killing selected trees and understory vegetation. 

Purpose
· Increase the quantity and quality of forest products by manipulating stand density and structure.

· Harvest forest products.

· Initiate forest stand regeneration.

· Reduce wildfire hazard.

· Improve forest health reducing the potential of damage from pests and moisture stress.

· Restore natural plant communities.

· Achieve or maintain a desired native understory plant community for special forest products, grazing, and browsing.

· Improve aesthetic and recreation, values.

· Improve wildlife habitat.

· Alter water yield. 

· Increase carbon storage in selected trees.

Conditions Where Practice Applies
All forest land.

This standard is not applicable for Alley Cropping (311); Multi-Story Cropping (379), Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (operation and maintenance) (380), and Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation (650).

Conservation Management System

Forest stand improvement is normally implemented concurrently with other practices as part of a conservation management system.  Concurrent practices may include Tree/Shrub Pruning (660), and Tree/Shrub Establishment (612).
Plans and Specifications
The following section of this Jobsheet provides site-specific practice installation, operation and maintenance information for the client.  The site specifications shall be prepared in accordance with the requirements in the Conservation Practice Standard.  
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Forest Stand Improvement – Jobsheet

	Prepared for:
	Client and/or Business Name:
	     

	
	Owner or Operator:
	     

	
	Treatment Unit Name: 
	     
	Treatment Unit Size (acres):
	     

	Prepared by:
	Name: 
	     
	Date:
	     


	Purpose of Applying Practice

	Primary Purpose:
	     

	Other Purposes:
	     


	Harvest-regeneration Strategy to be Used (check which)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Uneven-aged management systems (e.g., single-tree selection, group selection, coppice selection) 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Even-aged management (e.g., clear-cut, seed-tree, shelterwood, coppice)

	Extent, Size and Orientation of Treatment Area

	Extent or size of treatment area:  
Orientation of treatment area:  

	Preferred Tree and Understory Species to be Identified and Retained

	Preferred Species to be Identified and Retained
	Spacing, Density, Size Class, Number and Amounts

	1       
	

	2       
	

	3       
	

	4       
	

	5       
	

	6       
	

	Tree and Understory Species to be Removed

	The method, felling direction and timing of tree cutting for harvesting shall protect site resources, e.g., residual trees, wetlands, cultural resources, improvements and utilities.  Time tree cutting to avoid buildup of insect or disease populations.  Felling direction must be compatible with trail layout as specified by Forest Trails and Landings (655).  Forest stand improvement activities shall be performed to minimize soil erosion, compaction, rutting, and damage to remaining vegetation and maintain hydrologic conditions.  

Tree cutting method to be used:  
Felling direction:  
Timing of tree cutting:  
Additional requirements, if any:       

	Removal, Treatment and/or Elimination of Slash and Debris

	Slash and debris will be treated such that they do not present an unacceptable fire, safety, environmental, or pest hazard.  Such remaining material will not interfere with the intended purpose or other management activities.  Refer to Forest Slash Treatment, (384).  Burning of slash and other debris on-site shall follow the standard Prescribed Burning (338).  
Additional requirements, if any:       

	Operation and Maintenance

	Periodic inspections during and after treatment activities are necessary to ensure that purposes are achieved and resource damage is minimized, e.g., assessment of insects, disease and other pests, storm damage, and damage by trespass. The results of inspections shall determine the need for additional treatment under this practice.
Additional requirements, if any:  


Forest Stand Improvement – Job Sketch
If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, complementary practices and measures, and additional specifications may be included.

	Scale 1"=
	     
	ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2")


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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