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Colorado Approved Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guides (WHEG)

A Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide provides a relatively simple and consistent way of evaluating habitat
conditions for either a specific wildlife species, a similar group of species (i.e. pollinators), or for an
ecological guild of species that use a similar habitat type (i.e. marsh habitat).

The specific wildlife species WHEG (a.k.a. species models) will be used when planning for a targeted
species or when required by a Conference Report/Opinion or Biological Opinion.

These habitat evaluations are used during the NRCS conservation planning process to:
« help identify if there is a resource concern for Inadequate Habitat for Fish & Wildlife®, and
« to document the benchmark (existing conditions) for this resource concern.

If it is determined that inadequate habitat is a resource concern to be addressed, then the WHEG will be
used to guide the planning process; to ensure that planning criteria? will be met.

Provided below is a complete listing of Colorado’s approved Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guides.

Species specific WHEG Group of Species WHEG Species Guild WHEG
Columbian sharp-tailed grouse WHEG Pollinator WHEG® Cropland WHEG
Elk WHEG Trout WHEG Desert Shrub WHEG
Gambel’s quail WHEG Forest WHEG
Greater prairie-chicken WHEG Hayland WHEG
Greater sage-grouse WHEG Mixed Grass Prairie WHEG
Gunnison sage-grouse WHEGR! Mountain Shrub WHEG
Lesser prairie-chicken WHEG®! Pasture WHEG
Mallard WHEG Riparian, Eastern Plains WHEG
Mountain plover WHEG Sagebrush Steppe WHEG
Mule deer WHEG Shortgrass Prairie WHEG
Northern bobwhite quail WHEG Wetland, Marsh WHEG
Northern leopard frog WHEG Wetland, Playa WHEG
Pheasant WHEG Wetland, Wet Meadow WHEG
Plains sharp-tailed grouse WHEG
Pronghorn WHEG
Sandhill Crane WHEG
Scaled quail WHEG
Southwestern willow flycatcher WHEG®!
Turkey (Merriam’s/Rio Grande) WHEG

Rl Regionally developed WHEG.
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http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CST.xlsx
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Pollinators.xlsm
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Cropland.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Elk.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/trout.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/DesertShrub.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/gambelquail.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Forest.xlsm
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/GPC.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Hayland.xlsx
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/GrSG_WHEG_Threats_Checklist_150526.xlsm
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/MixedGrass_82013.xlsx
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/GuSG_WHEG_Threats_Checklist_150526.xlsm
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/MtnShrub.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/LPC_WHEG_Threats_Checklist_150616.xlsm
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Pasture.xlsx
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/mallard-nesting.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/EasternPlainsRiparian.xlsx
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/mountainplover.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/sagebrush-steppe71012.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/muledeer.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Shortgrass.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/bobwhitequail51112.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Marsh.xlsx
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/leopardfrog.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Playa.xlsx
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/pheasant62812.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/WetMeadow.xlsx
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/plainst32212.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Pronghorn.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/SandhillCrane.xls
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/scaledquail.xlsx
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/SWFL_WHEG_150616.xlsm
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/Turkey_WHEG.xls
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If a WHEG does not exist for the identified species (or group/guild of species), please contact your Area
Biologist for assistance.

Note: The terminology of Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide (WHEG) is synonymous with Wildlife Habitat
Assessment Guide (WHAG), Wildlife Species Model (WSM), and Habitat Evaluation/Assessment.

11 Resource Concern for Animals: Inadequate Habitat for Fish & Wildlife - Quantity, quality or connectivity of food, cover, space,
shelter and/or water is inadequate to meet requirements of identified fish, wildlife or invertebrate species (H_180_600 - Part
600). Refer to Colorado’s Field Office Technical Guide, Section Ill for current Resource Concern requirements. A WHEG score of
< 0.5 indicates that there is a resource concern.

2 Planning Criteria for Animals: Inadequate Habitat for Fish & Wildlife - Quantity, quality or connectivity of food, cover, space,
shelter and/or water is adequate to meet requirements of identified fish, wildlife or invertebrate species (H_180_600 - Part
600). Refer to Colorado’s Field Office Technical Guide, Section Il for current Planning Criteria requirements. In general, a
baseline/current condition (or a planned, after implementation) WHEG score of > 0.5 indicates that planning criteria is met or
will be met after plan implementation.
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http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/efotg_locator.aspx?Map=CO
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/efotg_locator.aspx?Map=CO

