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Instructions for Map Unit Descriptions using the SSURGO Database (MS Access): 
 
A SSURGO template database (MS Access .mdb) is included with the SSURGO download. The 
database can be used to import the tabular data files and then run soil reports. 
In USDA Service Centers, a working database is stored at F:\geodata\project_data\nrcs\soils_mdb 

 
1) May need to enable macros in MS Access 

a) Open *.mdb file    
b) X out of Macro Single Step 
c) Enable content 

   

 
 
2)  Soil Reports (opens automatically)Select desired map units by using Control Key or 
      use Select All button 
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3)  Report Name (drop down Menu) Map Unit Description (Brief, Generated) 
 

 
 

 
4)  Generate Report 

 
 

 
5) Can save document as PDF, Rich Text, other options. 
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Instructions for Map Unit Descriptions using Web Soil Survey (non-spatial): 
Start Web Soil Survey 

1) In Quick Navigation menu 
a) Under Soil Survey Area, Select State 

 (County Optional) 
b) Select Soil Survey Area (radial button) 

 
 

2) Click on Select Map Units button 
a) Map units are displayed 
b) Check box(es) of desired map units 

3) Navigate to Soil Explorer tab  Soil Reports tab 
a) Expand AOI Inventory menu 
b) Select Map Unit Description (Brief, Generated) 

i) View Soil Report 
4) Select Printable Version  View 

a) This report includes minor components so it is 
longer  
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